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LETTER FROM MR. THOMAS, 
Ordination of Sau Totah. . 


Henthada, March 19, 1858. —I have 
the pleasure to inform you that on the 
evening of the Ist inst. we ordained to the 
work of the gospel ministry another Ka- 
ren, Sau Totah, whose photographic like- 
ness I enclose in this letter. The photo- 
graph was taken by J. C. Burton, M. D., 
of the 46th Madras Native Infantry, who 
has kindly furnished the print of the 
candidate and his wife. The likeness of 
Totah is perfect, but not flattering ; that 
of his wife, Nau Mu Nau, gives you by no 
means her best expression. She is a 
Karen woman of unusual beauty. You 
see in this print the exact likeness of the 
Sgau Karen costume. All which this 
man and woman have on is of Karen 
manufacture, except the jugyees (jack- 
ets) which are an improvement in their 
dress induced by the reception of the gos- 
pel. To givea perfect example of a hea- 
then Karen dress, the most of their arms, 
and at least one shoulder of the man, 
should be uncovered. The apparent stripes 
and spots on the upper dress of the wo- 
man are formed by sewing white, oblong 


seeds ona dark ground. The dark ap- 


pearing strings, hanging over the breast, 
are strips of red flannel attached to the 
top of the garment. They both rest a 
hand upon a native Chinese umbrella. 

The counsel for ordination convened in 
the afternoon, and was composed of the 
Rey. A. R. R. Crawley, Burmese, and B. 
C. Thomas, Karen missionaries ; Sah Mau, 
pastor of the Auprau church; and some 
twenty unordained pastors. The points 
usual in such examinations were dwelt 
upon with almost perfect satisfaction. 

A few peculiar facts were elicited by 
the examination. Totah, it seems, was 
born of Christian parents; or, at least, 
his parents became Christians while he 
was yet in his infancy. Hence the can- 
didate never practised the degrading cus- 
toms of the heathen. His father, Pau-ku- 
tee, was among the first Karen preachers 
in Tavoy and Mergui. Totah was placed, 
at an early period of his life, in the mis- 
sion school at Tavoy, where, under the 
faithful instruction of Mrs. Wade, he 
hopes he experienced a change of heart. 
Ile has been with some of the missiona- 
ries, in various capacities, from that time 
to the present. Few Karens have studied 
so many years with the missionaries as 
Totah. He studied with all the Karen 
missionaries who have been in Tavoy, 
and completed his studies by taking a 
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short theological course under Dr. Wade, 
in Maulmain. 

The candidate is a young man, perhaps 
younger than any other ordained Karen. 
He cannot be more than twenty-five years 
of age. Yet he is a tried man. He is 


Henthada Mission. — Journal of Mr. Thomas. 


[August 


tried as an evangelist, having made many 
tours for preaching the gospel. He has 
also been with the writer through the 
provinces of Tavoy, Mergui, Henthada 
and Tharrawadi, and rendered him the 
most essential aid in his recent tour 


SAU TOTAH AND HIS WIFE NAU MU NAU. 


through Bassein. Asa pastor, Totah did 
much to raise up that very interesting 
church in Kanoung. Indeed, we have 
the most unwavering confidence that 'To- 
tah will magnify his office. His wife is 
worthy of her place. She is a woman of 
much refinement, for a Karen. She has 
been with Mrs. Thomas most of the time 
since we have been in the country. 

At seven o'clock on the evening of the 
1st inst., our chapel was filled with Ka- 
rens from various parts of Southern Bur- 
mah, to witness the exercises of the or- 
dination. 
sermon, from the words, “ The sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.” 


Br. Crawley preached the’ 


The sermon was most appropriate to the 
occasion, and so full of interest that, 
though in Burmese, all listened with un- 
divided attention to its delivery. 

Totah is now on a tour of the Tharra- 
wadi district, visiting the little churches 
and administering the ordinances, also 
preaching the gospel to the heathen. 


JOURNAL OF MR. THOMAS. 
Setting out for the Jungle. 

Dee. 4, 1857.— This morning I left 
Henthada city, which, for a week past, 
has been made unusually brilliant by the 
presence of the Commander in chief of 
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the military force in Burmah. I could 
turn my back upon such scenes without a 
sigh. But to leave my family amid dan- 
gers, and that for months, I found to be a 
trial not much inferior to that which I en- 
dured on leaving all that is dear in Amer- 
ica. I found it necessary this morning, 
as in the beginning of my missionary life, 
to keep the eye of faith fixed upon Christ 
and his cross. Thus, with tearful eyes, 
but with a firm heart, I plunged into the 
jungles, and in a few moments was be- 
yond all sights and sounds of civiliza- 
tion. 

I have passed two little churches, with 
only a few words of encouragement in 
one place, and a short sermon in the 
other; we must necessarily come this way 
again to attend our associational meeting. 
We have seen many heathen, both Karens 
and Burmans; but, as our native preach- 
ers are constantly among the Karens of 
these parts, I made no long stay in any 
one place, and only exhorted a few here 
and there to worship the Eternal God 
and believe in his Son. 

I have found the travelling to-day very 
difficult, for there are no roads in this coun- 
try; and now, before the rice is reaped, 
there are no direct paths even. We pur- 
sued a zigzag course, according to the 
shape of the little rice plots. The exces- 
sive amount of rain had destroyed many 
of the native bridges. Hence, before I 
was out two hours, I found it neces- 
sary to change my clothing and wade 
across a stream shoulder deep! We are 
therefore, after a hard day’s work, only 
about fifteen miles from the city. | 

We are this evening in the house of a 
Karen whom we regard as an inquirer. 
We have long since had worship, but still 
some of my company are explaining 
more perfectly to the people, the deep 
things of God. 

5.— We took an early start, after hav- 
ing entreated again our host and_ his 
family to surrender their souls to God at 
once. 

At 9 A. M. we stopped and breakfasted 
with some Pwo Karens. They, cooked 
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freely for my whole company—seventeen 
in all—and listened attentively to the 
word spoken ; but said to us, “ We can’t 
worship yet.” 

We moved on very slowly. It was in- 
deed with the utmost exertion that I could 
induce the coolies to move at all, so lame 
did they pretend to be from the first day’s 
travel. So we were a whole day in per- 
forming a half day’s journey. How- 
ever, we were sufliciently weary, and 
woe-begone in appearance. We were all 
completely covered with mud, which we 
gathered from the elephant grass through 
which buffaloes had gone after having 
bathed in muddy water. 


Another Light kindled. 


6.— Sabbath evening. I have spent 
this day on the western bank of the Bassein 
river, not far from i's departure from the 
Irrawadi. It Was near the spot, where, 
sleeping in my little boat, thieves carried 
off nearly all my clothing and food, while 
on a tour to Bassein two years since. At 
that time, there was not a Christian in all 
this wide region ; all were in heathen dark- 
ness. So they continued until an assist- 
ant from the Henthada normal school was 
stationed here. Since that time two 
other villages have received assistants, so 
that now this is one of the most” promis- 
ing parts of the Henthada Mission. I 
have to-day had the pleasure of baptizing 
ten converts. These, with twelve others 
previously baptized, form the first Chris- 
tian church in the region of Lay Myet 
Nah. Thus another light is kindled in a 
dark place of the earth. 

But now that I have done all that has 
been in my power for this people, I re- 
tire within my little room ; and words can- 
not express the sense of loneliness which 
comes over my spirit. But now, even 
now, I find comfort in looking to Jesus. 
Hfow lonely his condition among sinful 
men! How many more attractions in his 
heavenly home, all of which He left for 
me! ©O Jesus, I can endure this loneli- 
ness, and more than this, for thee and thy 


people ! 
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The Laborers few. 


7.— Monday morning, before light we 
set out for Padinggyau—the place of the 
second assistant, which is far to the north 
west of Lay Myet Nah. I have been sur- 
prised at the size of Lay Myet Nah. Its 
inhabitants cannot number much less than 
Henthada city—30,000. And yet no Bur- 
man missionary has been here to proclaim 
the gospel of Christ! There are also 

- numerous small villages all around. Yes, 
here are all the Burmese inhabitants of 
the whole Bassein province, left without 
a missionary ; for br. Douglass has been 
compelled by sickness in his family to 
leave, at least for a season, his important 
post. Nay more; I think there is not even 
a Burmese assistant in all this wide district ! 
Truly, “the laborers are few,” and yet 
they are more than American Baptists 
can sustain (?). 

We reached Padinggyau about ten 
o'clock A. M. This is a wild romantic 
place. It is situated quite at the foot of 
the Western Yoma mountains, which rise 
beautifully one above another far to the 
west and northwest. I have just received 
the names of twelve candidates for bap- 

tism. 

8. — This has been a very busy day, — 
preachgng the gospel, visiting the sick, 
and administering the ordinances. The 
examination of the candidates, thirteen in 
all, was thorough and very satisfactory. At 
twelve o'clock we were assembled on the 
banks of a cool stream which flows from 
the western hills and meanders through 
the rice plains below. The baptisinal 
hymn, sung in the old tune —“ The Lord 
intoshis garden comes,” sounded sweetly 
over the ripened fields, and called together 
a goodly number of half-clothed laborers 
to witness, for the first time, the impres- 
sive ordinance of baptism. 


Instruction to Candidates for Baptism. 


After meeting this P. M., I was thinking 
how strange some of our instructions to 
these ‘converts wold sound before an 
American congregation. For instance, 
after having nearly completed the exami- 
nation of the candidates for baptism, I 


Henthada Mission. — Journal of Mr. Thomas. 


(August, 


asked the six women" why they still re- 
tained some of their ornaments? They 
assured me that they wore them simply from 
the force of habit, and not from any efli- 
cacy which they might possess. How- 
ever, I gently urged them to put of all, 
their ornaments, and use their spare money 
in purchasing soap and clothing, that their 
persons might be cleanly, and that their 
younger children might no longer go en- 
tirely naked. 

‘Towards evening I left this interesting 
spot, with my soul arising in praise to God 
in view of the recent displays of his grace. 
A year ago, I was on the tops of the East- 
ern Yoma mountains, and administered 
the ordinances near the borders of ‘Toung- 
00. To-day I have been permitted to do 
the same near the borders of Arracan. 
O God, spread the light in all these wild 
dark places ot the earth, so full of ini- 
quity. 

This evening we have been preaching 
and talking to the heathen Karens in 
Tah-pu-gyoung. There are no Christians 
here. But I have heard that they were 
favorably disposed ; hence we came out 
of our way to be among them this even- 
ing. Here is a very wide, populous region 
of Karens and Burmans. Q, for convert- 
ing, sovereign grace, to turn these idola- 
ters to Christ. 

9.— We again set out early this morn- 
ing; passed groups of Burman and Karen 
houses, whose inhabitants we exhorted in 
a few words to believe. We are now in 
Bowday, where we expect to spend the 
day and night. Here are some worthy 
candidates for baptism, and many inquir- 
ers. Since our school closed, there has been 
here an assistant. But the people were 
brought to a knowledge of the truth by 
the labors of the Lay Myet Nah assistant 
during the past rains. 

Evening. — The services of the day are 
all closed, yet the house is vocal with the 
praises of God, sung by my company and 
the new converts. Out of a large num- 
ber of new worshippers, eight have been 
accepted and baptized. These eight, 
with the assistant and his associate, form 


the little church in this important region. 


= 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

\ | 

| 

| 

} | 

| 
| 


1858.] 


Discomforts of Jungle-travelling. 


10.-— This morning retraced our steps 
to Padinggyau, whence, after breakfast and 
a short season of devotion, we took our 
course by the foot of the hills to the south. 
Ilere again all was not poetry. We soon 
entered a swamp, where the mud and 
water was from one to four feet deep. It 
was not until we had struggled on for a 
mile, that ] found we were in the midst of a 
slough not less than three miles in length! 
But there was now no alternative; we 
must go forward. Ere long, the coolies, 
worn out with fatigue, were falling into 
the water with my luggage. At first, I 
was very careful lest T might wet my feet, 
to prevent which I put myself into an al- 
most horizontal position upon my horse. 
But I found this operation so painful that 
I was obliged to let my feet dangle in the 
mud and water. So after a struggle of an 
hour and a half, we emerged on the south 
side of the slough ; but were the most pit- 
iful appearing objects imaginable,—a spe- 
cimen of jungle travelling. 


We soon forgot our past trials in view 
of events yet in the future, and in the 
midst of the beauties of nature, which 


seemed scattered around us with a lavish 
hand. We passed through one populous 
region of Burmese and a few Karens, 
when we reached a lowly appearing vil- 
lage, or collection of five or six houses, quite 
inamong the smaller hills. Here we found 
three baptized converts, and a few candi- 
dates for admission into the church. 
11.—I this morning baptized four Ka- 
rens, who, with the three who went a long 
distance to be baptized by one of the 
Bassein pastors last year, form a very in- 
teresting company of believers. There is 
reason to think that two or three more 
families will soon join themselves to the 
people of God here. After administering 
the memorials of Christ’s dying love to 
these weak lambs of the flock, we set out 
for Quenyah—where is the most northern 
church of the Bassein Mission. We 
walked until after sunset, when we 
reached a large region of heathen Ka- 
rens, many of whom have once thrown 
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away their foolish, degrading customs; 
only, however, to be embraced again after 
a short time. After preaching and talk- 
ing, we had but a few hours to sleep be- 
fore we were again on the road} which 
we followed until afternoon, when we 
reached a part of the Quenyah church. 
I was received with the greatest apparent 
‘There was no way of showing their 
love and joy unemployed. 

At evening we came on to the main 
body of the church, where we are made 
to feel how different are the disciples of 
Christ from the heathen, among whom we 
have been for the most part during the 
last ten days. 


Ripening Piety. 


14. — A few minutes since I bade adieu 
to the Quenyah church, — having spent 
nearly two days with the one hundred 
Christians there. I found no cases of 
The members of the church 
seem to be men and women of much ma- 
turity of Christian character. They are 
entirely estranged from their former 
degrading heathen customs. They sup- 
port their pastor, and take a commenda- 
in education. The mani- 
festation of a missionary spirit here is very 
Two or three of the members 
of the church are sent out to preach to 
the heathen. The church remember these 
evangelists in their prayers. The pastor 
of the church (unordained) is a good and 
able minister, with some few unpleasant 
peculiarities. Yet he tries to magnify his 
ollice, and might with safety be ordained. 
But even here one would be glad to see 
an improvement in their houses and in 
the clothing for their children. 

I yesterday baptized ten converts and 
administered the sacrament, which last 
ordinance had not been administered here 
before, for at least two years! If this 
sacred means of grace is neglected 
thus in many places, the ordained men 
need to be spoken to on the subject. On 
the whole, our friends in America may 
confidently trust in the Christian stability 
of this church. 


discipline. 


ble interest 


pleasing. 
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Backsliding Church. 


Evening.—1 have been with another 
church, at Ma-gay-la-hah, about half a 
day; but sufficiently long to learn that 
the church is in a very bad state. The 
pastor was educated at Maulmain. He is 
a good man ; he has efficiency, but a very 
inefficient way of showing it. He is 
heartily discouraged. The members, he 
says, do not exert themselves to send their 
children to school, nor to attend meeting 
themselves. Some of them have not been 
seen in the chapel for a whole year! 
Some will, indeed, attend meeting in the 
morning, but spend the remainder of the 
day in visiting the heathen; while some 
have been guilty of more serious offences. 
But Iam told that the members of the 
church, even the more firm, do not seem 
disposed to take any action in regard to 
unruly members. Were we to see a per- 
son dying, insensible to his condition, 
while some of his members were actually 
decaying, we should regard him as in a 
dangerous state. 
regard to this church. I have sent for 
one of the neighboring pastors to be with 
me to-morrow, and to aid me in trying to 
“strengthen the things that remain.” I 
find that here also there has been a 
strange neglect of that ordinance which 
is so essential to the growth of grace in 
America. The Lord’s Supper has not 
been administered here but once for, at 
least, four years ! 

15. — During the meetings to-day, the 
state of this church appears no better. One 
has been excluded, four refused admission 
to the communion. Indeed, more than 
half of the church have absented them- 
selves. It is painful to witness how much 
of a piece is every thing here in Ma-gay- 
la-hah. Two young women presented 
themSelves as candidates for baptism ; but 
they were not aware that they were sin- 
ners; they could not tell who Christ is, nor 
whence he came, how he died, or whether 
or not he arose from the dead! All this, 
while they were the children of mem- 
bers of this church! I need not add that 
they were not baptized. 
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The Scene changed. 


Since writing the above I have come 
down the river only an hour's sail — yet 
all is changed. I am among the members 
of one of the larger churches in Potau. 
The village is on a rise of land ; the houses, 
all fronting the river, with the front yards 
swept, and surrounded with ornamental 
trees, present an unusually pleasant ap- 
pearance. The deacons who have just 
called upon me, were neatly and becom- 
ingly dressed, and are men of serious and 
venerable bearing, and appear quite wor- 
thy, either here or in any other part of 
the world, of the office which they fill. 
After worship this evening, the pastor, a 
very capable man, called on me with his 
family, who, with others, sung sweetly the 
songs of Zion, and conversed until a late 
hour of the night. It is impossible for me 
to repeat the conversation. However, I 
feel confident that the gospel has made a 
deep, lasting and saving impression in 
Potan. 

16.— I have just entered my little boat 

and left Potau. The meetings to-day 
have been full of interest. Nine young 
persons, of the most interesting character, 
have been baptized. 
We arrived a little after 
dark in Che-thah, where there is a small 
church., The scene has changed again. 
Appearances are less pleasing than in 
Potau. But discipline does not seem to 
be called for. This church may be de- 
scribed as “ faint,” and very faintly “ pur- 
suing.” Here were ten candidates — five 
of whom were rejected because they knew 
nothing of Christ. 


Evening. 


Church of Yoplau and its Pastor. 


18.—I have been in Yoplau about 
twenty-four hours. None of the members 
of this church seem to have offended open- 
ly, yet here is a want of something. The 
pastor is a man of good abilities, but does 
not throw his whole soul into the work. He 
exhibits a sad want of spirituality, and so 
do the whole church. The members are 
not all worldly; there are some living 
Christians here, who seem to have been 
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quickened by the administration of the 
ordinances. ‘To save such churches as 
this‘from utter worldliness, Christians in 
America need more spirituality, which 
must be transferred to these churches by 
the blessing of God, through the mission- 
aries. © for vital godliness! 

19.—I-came on this evening at a late 
hour to Thrai-u. Here is the head quar- 
ters of a large church—say 200 members. 
But they are now scattered in three dif- 
ferent places. Some are near the sea- 
coast—more than a hundred miles distant. 
Those who were present seemed to be 
benefitted by the ordinances of God's 
house. 

Here I met with the daughter of that 
apostolic man, Myet- Kyau, the first Karen 
ever ordained to the work of the gospel 
ministry, and who baptized very many 
converts. Ilis daughter is a woman of 
uncommon abilities, but is out of health, 
and is married to a very worthless man. 
There is a son of Myet-Kyai,who was re- 
garded of so much promise that he was sent 
to Calcutta, at the expense of an English 
officer, to complete his education and to 
study medicine. This process has had the 
effect to ruin the young man. Ie is now, 
I think, in government employ as an apo- 
thecary, has married an Arracanese (hea- 
then) woman ; and, that he may be a per- 
fect entleman, he drinks brandyy &e. to 
excess. These are the relics of a man 
who baptized more converts than any 
other man in Burmah, except perhaps 
Quala. 

Lack of Spirituality. 


20.— Sabbath evening. I have spent 
this day in a place where I spent a week 
with the missionaries and Karen pastors, 
some two years since. There has been a 
very large congregation all day ; not a few 
have come from the neighboring churches 
to listen to the word and to commemorate 
the Saviour’s love. The church here has in- 
creased, during the past two years, in num- 
bers, but I fear it has decreased in vital 
religion. Several of the members have 
of late visited heathen feasts. But they 
profess penitence. 
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Here is one of the ordained pastors. 
Ile appears to be an honest man, but of 
abilities too limited to perform properly 
the duties of a mimister of the gospel. But 
he will not knowingly go astray. 

21.— I have spent this day with a small 
church. Here, as in many other places 
in this part of Bassein, paddy has been 
almost entirely ruined by an excess of 
rain. Ilence the members are about to 
try their fortunes in another place. It 
takes but little to put a whole Karen vil- 
lage thus upon the wing. They will go to 
a new region and build new houses, when 
some sickness may arise and drive them 
again from their homes. The people 
seemed to have been blessed by the word 
and ordinances of Christ. 

22. — Here, in Ray-kyau, is one of the 
larger churches and an ordained pastor 
of very decent abilities. Here, as in most 
other places, there is a sad want of spirit- 
uality. I have seen many members of 
this church in Henthada, and have been 
shocked at their disregard of the Sabbath. 
Hence my sermon was specially pointed 
on that subject. 

Joyful Welcome. 


23.—The past night and day have been 
spent in Kyau-ta-loo. Here is a smal 
church, who have just expelled from their 
number two members for the sin of adul- 
tery. Yet the church is not destroyed ; 
no, most of the members seem to be filled 
with faith and love. This day has been 
one of the most pleasant days to me in 
the last three weeks. ‘The members here 
seem to be poor, “ but rich in faith.” I 
was taken by surprise this morning, when, 
on the arrival of the elders of the church, 
they not only received me with gladness, 
*but even while shaking hands poured out 
their souls in praise and prayer to God 
for his goodness in guiding me to them. 
Ilence, it sometimes took ten minutes to 
shake hands with one! +» Here five have 
been baptized. ' 
24.— We have spent the past twenty- 
four hours at Lack-ku. Here is a large 
church of about 150 members, who have 
just been obliged to exclude one of their 
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members. Here as well as in Kyau-ta- 
loo, the members are not a little dissatis- 
fied with the limited power of the church. 
They are told that the*church, as such, 
has the power simply to expel the adul- 
terer from all the privileges of the church 
of Christ ; that churches have no power 
to fine and flog unruly members, however 
great their offences. Furthermore, to 
flog a man, unless it be done by the mag- 
istrate, would be an offence against the 
government under which we live. We 
urged them to consider, that to have the 
hand of fellowship withdrawn by Christ's 
constituted agents — the members of a 
church, ought to be feared far more than 
the loss of a few rupees, or the infliction 
of a limited number of stripes. We 
spent a great part of last night on this 
subject. 

25.— We are now about half a day's 
row from Bassein city, northwest. Re- 
ceived a most cordial welcome from the 
church in Tah-u low. <Arose early and 
went two or three miles to preach to a 
small village of heathen Karens, who lis- 
tened well. Preached in the morning. 
At noon, met to examine candidates for 
baptism. Six were baptized. Broke 
bread to a house full of members. 
Preached again in the evening to a large 
number of Christians, several of whom 
will probably be baptized to-morrow. 


Wile of Ko Thah-byu. 


The Christians in this region appear 
extremely well. Their pastor, Dah-Bu, 
is a very superior man, one of the best 
men educated in Maulmain during the 
first years of the Theological Seminary. 
Ihave this day been surprised to know 


that the wife of the first Karen convert” 


and apostle, Ko Thah-byu, is still living. 
I have spent considerable time with her 
during this day, and have been very much 
pleased. with her unusually cleanly ap- 
pearance, and her apparent heavenly 
mindedness. Not long after Ko Thah- 
byu died, she came to this part of Bassein ; 
and she says, “I think I shall remain here 
until God calls me.” I learned nothing 
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saint. But, as I sat conversing with her 
about her tours in the Mergui, Tavoy, 
Maulmain, Rangoon and Arracan provin- 
ces, I was affected even to tears ; for there 
rushed into my mind the scenes of my 
past labors, the whole history of the Ka- 
ren Mission, and all the wonders God has 
wrought among this people. 

I have spent this day where I preached 
last evening. Some eight or ten present- 
ed themselves as candidates for baptism ; 
but after much time spent in questioning 
them, I felt obliged to reject every one of 
them. The church and the pastor would 
have been glad if I had baptized them 
all. But I dare not baptize in the name 
of Christ persons who know nothing about 
him. I fear many of the preachers neg- 
lect too much the gospel —“ Christ and 
him crucified.” 


Student of Mr. Abbott. 


27.--Sabbath evening. I have spent 
this holy day in the midst of the Chris- 
tians of one of the most western Bassein 
churches. The ‘pastor, ‘To-lo, has long 
been ordained. I regard him as one of the 
most able, refined and reliable ordained 
men in all Burmah. This pastor, To-lo, 
spent a great deal of time with the la- 
mented Abbott. He was with Mr. 
Abbott. as a student, an assistant in 
school, and as an associate. He was per- 
fectly acquainted with that servant of 
Christ, and yet he has seen no failings in 
him which prevent him from loving Mr. 
Abbott as a father, and revering him as a 
real minister of the gospel. 

IIere is the seat of one of the three 
seminaries of Bassein. I have taken spe- 
cial pains to ascertain the real merit 
of these schools, and although far from 
perfection, Iam convinced that they are 
doing a good work. 

The large chapel here has been liter- 
ally crowded with the members all day, 
to whom I have preached the gospel with 
the most precious liberty, from 1 Cor. 
1: 30. Here is a very encouraging 
state of things, that is, one feels, while 
in the. company of such a pastor and 
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such Christians, that the gospel will not 
soon die out in Bassein. 


Leaving of Mr. Van Meter. 


But I have been made sad in the midst 
of my joys, by the intelligence that br. 
Van Meter and family are embarking on 
board the English ship Fort George, to 
proceed via England tothe United States. 
This news induces me to leave all for a 
few days, and proceed to Bassein city. 
In the absence of br. Douglass, it will be 
necessary for me to look after mission 
property, such as houses, books and med- 
icines. 

28.— We left this morning as soon as 
the tide would permit, and reached the 
city about three P.M. I found quite a 
number of large ships lying at anchor off 
the city, besides a steamer, and, as usual, 
a large number of Chinese and Burmese 
boats. 

On landing I was attracted by the 
houses of brn. Van Meter and Douglass. 
They are modest structures, but very 
pleasantly situated. So here I am in the 


society of missionaries! It sounds so odd 


to hear the English language spoken; for 
IT have not heard a word of English spoken 
for a whole month ! 


To be continued. 


PROME MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. KINCAID. 


Openings around Prome. 


Ava, March 9.—Before leaving Prome 
I visited sevéral of the most important 
places along the river for sixty miles be- 
low, and where we have three Karen 
churches numbering about one hundred 
members, and good hope of the work of 
grace extending into other villages. There 
are three Burman towns, from forty to fifty 
miles below Prome,— Ka-noung, Miau- 
oung and Kyan-gen, only about six miles 
apart. The last has a population of about 
sixty thousand, and the other two from 
ten to twelve thousand each. Lying back 
are a vast number of villages, Burmans 
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and Khyens. If possible, we hope to 
place two native assistants in that district 
before the year closes. It is a field that 
claims the undivided labor of a missionary 
and three or four assistants. 

I then went into a district northeast of 
Promey where we have a small church in 
one village and a few disciples in three 
other villages, with a goodly number of 
inquirers. All these villages are Bur- 
man, till you come to the mountains, fifty 
miles east of Prome. On the mountains, 
they are all Karens, and I have promised 
to visit that whole district, as also some of 
those mountain Karens, before the rains 
render the country impassable. 


Conversion of a Priest. 


In one place I found four Burman vil- 
lages in a cluster, having from forty to one 
hundred houses each. About five years 
ago they united in building a large kyoung 
or monastery for a young priest of great 
attainments in Buddhism. He had stud- 
ied for ten years, and eight years of the 
time in one of the most celebrated schools 
in Ava. Ile had under him nineteen 
other priests, and all the boys of the four 
villages were his pupils. This young man 
has abandoned the priesthood and become 
a disciple of Christ. Eighteen months 
ago, when ‘two of our native preachers 
called at his kyoung and began to preach 
Christ and the resurrection, without wait- 
ing to hear much he ordered them to, be 
driven out, and threatened if they ever 
came into his kyoung again that they 
should be severely beaten. However, in 
a few weeks they did return. It was in 
the middle of a fearfully hot day; and he 


‘ was so struck with the perseverance and 


patience of these men, that *his heart was 
softened towards them. He listened to 
their reading and preaching, and finally 
took a tract and the life of Christ. This 
was the beginning of his religious reflec- 
tigns. 

In a village distant about one mile was 
a venerable Christian, eighty-four years 
old,—his hair white as wool, and a man 
who spent a large part of his time, day 
and night, in prayer. Every few days, 
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this venerable man, with his staff in 
hand, went to the kyoung, and talked 
about Christ and his compassion for a lost 
world. So that this young priest, before 
he was aware of it himself, began to 
preach Christ to the priests and pupils 
under him, and to all who called on 
him. It was some months before he 
saw that he was in a false position. 
Sometime before I saw him, he had thrown 
off the yellow robe and openly avowed 
himself a disciple of Christ. I spent a 
night in the largest village, and it was 
midnight before the assembly went away. 
Before sunrise, fourteen or fifteen came 
to the house to make further inquiries. 
There is a wide spirit of inquiry in these 
villages. During the day I visited four 
other villages. 

I baptized this young priest, and for 
many days he went with me from village 
to village through three large districts, 
Shwadoung, Enma and Mogoke, southeast 
of Prome. In the three districts are 127 
villages, but we visited only twenty-seven 
villages, and in four of them we have con- 
verts. I had large assemblies, especially 
every evening. There are seven candi- 
dates for baptism, and a good many in- 
quirers, Two persons examined for bap- 
tism had fever, and so the baptism of 
all was postponed for atime. The pros- 
pect is hopeful, especially in seven or 
eight Burman villages. Moung Konge 
will spend much of the dry season in that 
region. 


Fields white to the Harvest. 


Still beyond Enma, for thirty miles on 
to the base of the mountains, covered with 
villages, Burman and Karen, and no one 
to preach to them the words of eternal 
lffe,—and then, on the mountains, innu- 
merable Karens left to perish, and no 
one to care for their souls. If it be pos- 
sible we shall visit a few of these villages 
in May, and establish a school on the 
mountains. 

After leaving Prome, I made a short 
stay in Thayet and then left two assistants 
on the east side of the river. One of 
them is to labor in Meaday and the vil- 
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lages around, and the other some twenty 
miles in the interior, where a work of 
grace has already begun among the Bur- 
mans and Khyens. The first Khyen I 
baptized just before leaving for America; 
six others have been baptized, and there 
are many inquirers. In the same district 
and near the Burman frontier, five Bur- 
mans have been baptized, and an entire 
village long since abandoned Buddhism. 
The head man some twenty-two or twen- 
ty-three years ago obtained several tracts 
and a small portion of the Scriptures, and 
these he now has. The study of them 
brought the whole village to forsake their 
ancestral religion, and they have been 
looking for more light and for some one 
to teach them the meaning of these books. 
The head man has a superior mind, and 
great capacity for teaching all he knows. 
The Lord is preparing him, I trust, for 
great usefulness in the ministry. 

The number of Khyen villages in that 
district, and so on for fifty miles east, 
is very great, some hundreds ; they are 
much like the Karens, and perhaps had 
one common origin. Like the Karens, 
many of the men understand Burman. 
Two of these converts we shall aid in fit- 
ting themselves for laborers among their 
own race. 

On our way up tothe capital, we have 
visited seven cities and many villages. 
In Men Thia, forty miles above the fron- 
tier, are two Christians; at Ya non 
chaung, one; and at Pakan, sixty-five 
miles below Ava, are two. We distrib- 
uted a few tracts and a few portions of 
scripture, and found in many places at- 
tentive listeners, and a few who are 
almost believers. The next time I come 
up the river I intend to take more time,' 
— some thirty days, so as to preach more 
widely in the towns. 


SHWAYGYEEN. 
LETTER FROM MR. WATROUS, 
The Association. 


Shwaygyeen, March 5, 1858. — After 
waiting in vain for our br. Harris to re- 
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turn and attend the Association, and as 
no other teacher seemed to be at liberty 
to meet with us, we concluded to hold the 
meeting with the Karens and do the best 
we could. Mrs. Watrous accompanied 
me to the place of meeting, which is three 
days’ journey from Shwaygyeen. 

The delegates met on the 27th of March, 
and Sau Doomoo was chosen chairman of 
the meeting. The meeting continued three 
days, and we had asermon or address from 
most of the teachers. The session was a 
pleasant one, and the letters from the 
churches show progress; 207 have been 
baptized, while only two have been ex- 
cluded, which contrasts most favorably 
with former reports. Considering that 
the country has been almost constantly 
in 4 state of alarm on account of the rebel 
Min Long, we have reason to be great- 
ly encouraged by the success of the past 
year. Three new chapels have been 


built, and supplied with teachers. At, 


one of these places a little church has 
been organized, and we have reason to 
beheve that churches will be formed at 
the other two during the coming year. 


Self-support—Contributions. 

The churches, with the exception of 
that at Shwaygyeen, support their own 
teachers. They pay them no regular 
monthly salary ; but give them their food, 


Shwaygyeen. — Letter from Mr. Watrous. 


291 


and make them presents, from time to 
time, of various articles of clothing, &c. 
One teacher was presented with a pony 
and twenty betel trees. Another was 
presented with seventy-five pounds of be- 
tel nuts, worth about twenty rupees, and 
another with eighty baskets of paddy. In 
short, our br. Harris commenced aright 
with these churches, and they now sup- 
port their own teachers without feeling it 
any burden. 

Besides what they have done for their 
teachers, they have given one hundred 
rupees to send the gospel to regions be- 
yond, and 105 rupees towards buying 
another elephant, in the room of the one 
that died on a tour to heathen villages, 
and sixty-eight rupees towards Mrs. Ma- 
son’s school,—making 273 rupees during 
the vear. Considering that they had done 
nothing in previous years for benevolent 
purposes, (for the money reported last 
year was collected at and subsequent to 
the Association, and belongs to this year,) 
this is a very fair beginning. 

While we rejoice at what the Lord has 
done for us, we remember with pain that 
there are so many heathen around us who 
still neglect the “ great salvation.” May 
the coming year “ be a year of the right 
hand of the Most High,” and many be- 
come “ obedient unto the faith.” 


STATE OF THE CHURCHES. 


TEACHER. 


Baptized. 


Shwaygyeen,....... 

Bangata, 

Nabeemah,......... Sau Tarkoopee, 
Waysway, Sau Koolookwo, 
Paypuntah,......... Sau hlewhey, 
Banpaysee,......... Sau Meahkey 
Theybauder,........ Sau Shwayah, 
Santeyder, Sau Nayoo, 
Sanwarder, ........ Sau Meahmay, 
Panpeder, Sau Sarnee, 
Serparko, Moung Karpoe, 


Received by letter 
ois | Dismissed. 


; | Present number. 


S | Pupils in 


| 14 | 0 


e 
| | | 
3 | 38 | 
a 3 24 1 1 2 7 133 
2 10 6 75 


ASSAM. 


LETTER FROM MR. WHITING. 


The Orunodoi. 


In forwarding the annual estimate of the 
expenditures necessary for the sustentation of 
the Assam Mission, Mr. Whiting makes the 
following remarks in reference to the continu- 
ance of the monthly paper published by the 
Mission—the Orunodoi. 

& Sibsagor, April 6, 1858.— Though a 
single missionary, I can, through the me- 
dium of our monthly paper, be a light, 
though a small one, felt as well as seen 
throughout the province. I regard this 
influence as so much additional to my lo- 
cal or station influence. Without the 
care and supervision of the press and 
paper I should not be able to do much 
more than I now do, out of the station. 
The advantages of proof reading and of 
writing articles for the paper are of great 
value to me in perfecting and increasing 
my knowledge of the language. The 
present time is one of such momentous 
interest — the apparent prospect that the 
Indian press will be the means of great 
evil as well as of great good — the in- 
quiring state of mind continually on 
. the increase— all this seems to ad- 
monish us to do with our might what 
we can possibly do. Our paper is now in 
its thirteenth year, and is regarded by 
“ Young Assam” at least as one of the 
institutions of the province. It would be 
the regret of every European, as well as 
of many natives, to see the Orunodoi, or, 
as its name imports, “ The Day Spring,” 
sink back into the darkness of the night. 

I need not add that it would be a heavy 

blow, in addition to the many already 

received, to the feelings and enjoyment of 
the (at present) only missionary in the field. 

The circulation of the paper is about 400 

—that is, regular subscribers. 

For the last and the present year, a brief 
sermon or exhortation, a chapter of church 
history, a chapter of the Life of Moham- 
med, a chapter of the History of Bengal, a 
chapter of the Life of Luther, a geograph- 
ical article, a chapter of Isaiah, together 
with the news of the month, contributions 
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on various topics, as the marriage of wid- 
ows, duties of wives, duties of parents, 
from Christian and other contributors, 
make up each monthly number of sixteen 
quarto pages. Two or three small cuts 
are also inserted. In this way it will be 
seen at once a considerable amount of 
reading matter in an attractive form is 
being accumulated. The Orunodoi itself 
already makes twelve volumes. —* 


Inducements to labor —Discouragements. 


The rising Christian families enlist our 
feelings deeply ; and were there not many 
other momentous reasons for active, vigor- 
ous missionary labor in the province, the 
idea of leaving such interesting children 
to grow up without missionary influence, 
is enough to make one say, even when his 
heart is heavy with disappointment here 
and disappointment there, these children 
shall not be left, as long as health and 
strength enable me to bt of service. 

We have much to endure from our na- 
tive brethren. Several have more or less 
been using opium, and we have been com- 
pelled to suspend Nidhi for its habitual 
use. I cannot consent to be mixed up 
with opium or rum in any way, and I 
continually point out the great danger to 
the brethren. Caste and opium are the 
curses of Assam. I know of nothing 
which seems so to envelope this province 
in darkness as the above mentioned caste 
and opium. And of the two, I think 
opium by far the most to be deplored. 
An opium-eater now is not an exception, 
but one who does not eat it is the ex- 
ception. 

Cpium eating. 


The government, as it maintains, in or- 
der to destroy the cultivation of the plant 
in Assam, and so gradually to discourage 
its use, introduced its own drug, and it is 
now sold from our Government treasuries. 
The result is, as might be expected, a 
perfectly alarming demand for the article. 
This act of government has done more 
than any thing else to spread the use of 
opium, and put far off the day of fat 
things. It is almost hopeless, that a con- 
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firmed opium-eater will ever leave off the 
use of the article. 

I have a very interesting, intelligent 
man, brother to the Darogah at Jorhat, 
who calls very often to talk with me, and 
who often visits our Christian brethren 
for instruction. This man professes to be 
a Christian in heart, though secretly for 
fear of our Assamese Jews. The other 
day he brought me his Assamese shasters, 
as he had no further use for them. Ie is 
now a reader of the Christian New Tes- 
tament. But the worst feature is, he has 
eaten opium for eighteen years. I have 
talked with him seriously about opium, 
and told him plainly I could not baptize 
any one who ate opium or drank intoxi- 
eating drinks. He says he wishes he could 
leave off; he wants to do so very much ; 
but without his epium, his flesh would be 
squeezed with a thousand pincers ; his 
throat would fill up, and it would seem 
as if he must die for want’ of breath. 
Still the man says he will try. I do not 
know as I can say I believe this man to be 
converted ; still as he has nothing worldly 
to gain, but much to lose, I cannot see any 
reason for his present state of mind, ex- 
cept it be of the Spirit. O that some one 
could be raised up, who, like Dr. Justin 
Edwards, would set in progress in Assam 
a reformation which would sweep away 
the curse of opium. 


Economical Progress— Theory of Help to 
native Converts. 


I feel a little encouraged about our na- 
tive Christians, as they are now attempt- 
ing tocommence life on their own account. 
The land bought of the mission by na- 
tive Christians has been divided, and 
already two houses have been built at their 
own expense. This is progress, and in 
the right direction. I believe these houses 
are the first built by native Christians in 
the mission. I am sure they are the first 


in Sibsagor. It has been up-hill work 
for several years to accomplish even this. 
Others will follow, and in a few weeks I 
hope I may be able to rejoice over one 
accomplished plan. 
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Ilow hard it is to change any system 
introduced at the beginning of a mission! 
The idea of giving a home, land, &c. &c., 
to the converts originated in the idea of 
their having lost all by becoming Chris- 
tians. The idea was the prompting of a 
generous, benevolent heart, but, as I 
think, of a misunderstood philanthropy. 
It would have been much better at once to 
have advised each new convert to obtain 
land and to loan him money to commence 
with. Ile would then feel that the land 
was his own, and that he had something 
tangible to encourage him in further ex- 
ertions. On the other hand, the plan of 
having nothing, and living under the 
shadow of the mission, depending on the 
missionary to find him work, only tended 
to make each new convert lazy, shittless, 
poor, crouching, mincing, hypocritical, 
and added burden and anxiety to the 
missionaries. 

In my attempt to break up this system, 
I have had to face the storm; sometimes, 
when it was too severe, I lay to, but 
have never consented to “bout ship.” I 
have been called by some of ur native 
Christians such names as our Assamese 
vocabulary abounds with, and which, if 
expressed in English, might not be re- 
garded as promotive of edification. But 
I am confident of being jn the right, and 
confident my native brethren will be con- 
vinced of it in time. My every effort is to 
make the converts depend on their own 
resources, and learn that, in so doing, they 
are doing a great work for themselves and 
their children. 


Scarcity of Food. 


The present year isa year of almost 
famine. The poorer natives must suf- 
fer very much. Rice, ordinarily at two 
pice a zur, is now two annas a zur, or 
twelve times higher than usual; a man’s 
wages are five pice a day; he usually eats 
a-zur or a zur and a half of rice per day. 
That is, his rice, at present prices, would 
cost him twelve pice; or one day’s ordi- 
nary food would cost him two and a half 
days’ labor. I shall be obliged to lend 
our Christian people money to enable 
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them to get along till harvest, when they 
will be able to refund it gradually. 

The mission buildiags, or rather the 
bungalow lately occupied by Mr. Bronson 
at Nowgong, was barely saved from de- 
struction a few days since. The whole of 
the Reizu bazaar was burned, and a 
high wind at the time drove the flames 
towards the mission premises. The Chris- 
tian men mounted npon the roof, and with 
wet cloths prevented the thatch from tak- 
ing fire.. 


NINGPO MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. KNOWLTON, 
Visit to Chusan. 


Chusan, Feb. 5, 1858. — It was several 
months since I had been here, having 
been unavoidably detained from coming. 
We were much pleased on the next day 
after our arrival, it being Sabbath, to 
meet the little band of Christians, and 
with them four or five interesting inquirers. 
One man, about sixty years of age, who 
about three years since had his earthly 
hopes blasted and was rendered almost 
distracted by the death of an only son, 
seems to have his attention thoroughly 
turned away from earthly objects towards 
those which aré more enduring and sub- 
stantial. Ie has lost all confidence in his 
former gods, and professes to believe firm- 
ly in the true God and in his Son Jesus 
Christ as his only Saviour. May he not 
disappoint our hopes, like many making 
similar professions. 

I hold meetings every evening. Two 
evenings in a week they are public, and 
our little chapel is usually crowded with 
hearers. The other evenings are spent in 
instructing the converts and inquirers. 
The day is spent either in the chapel with 
the assistant, conversing with the passers 
by who may call, or in receiving calls at 
our own room. Mrs. K. has had an op- 
portunity of conversing with several of 
the females residing near us, and on Sab- 
bath afternoons we have a meeting for 


females, at which from three to eight 
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women, and several girls and children are 
present. 

Two females from the southeastern part 
of the island called upon us a short time 
since, under circumstances of affliction, 
and sought our assistance. They are sis- 
ters, and have called several times at our 
chapel to listen to the gospel. The 
younger of them was formerly a Catholic, 
but has now left that church and professes 
a desire to become a true Christian. Her 
sister expresses the saine desire. Her af- 
fliction was the common one, of the poor 
being oppressed by the rich. She is a 
widow and lives with her son, who is a 
young man recently married. They have 
for many years rented a small farm of a 
rich landholder. ‘This year, the crop not 
being quite so good as usual, the full weight 
of rice demanded for rent was not forth- 
coming at the stated time. The landlord 
brought the matter before a mandarin, 
who sent his underlings, a -set of thieves 
and robbers, detested and dreaded by the 
people, and caught and beat the young 
man, loaded him with fetters and threw 
him into prison. In answer to the poor 
woman's request for help, I told her I, being 
a foreigner, could not interfere with the 
proceedings of a native officer, and ad- 
vised her to get some native influential 
friend to intercede for her. She did so, 
and her son has just been liberated. 


Chinese Morality. 


Justice and equity among Chinese offi- 
cials, and veracity and lionesty among all 
classes of the people, are alike unknown. 
Yet these are the very things upon which 
their most revered sages have especially 
dwelt in their teachings. The Chinese, 
I believe, are the most moral hardened 
people on the globe. I can think of no 
better phrase to express my idea. Their 
classics, or rather, sacred books, are filled 
with morals ; for ages every pupil in their 
schools has been taught morals; every 
aspirant for degrees and consequent pre- 
ferment to oflice, practises long and ardu- 
ously in order to become skilled in writing 
moral essays; every literary man, and 
even the common people, ever have a 
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moral precept or saying upon their tongue, 
adapted to every circumstance in life. 

Confucius taught a morality of the high- 
est order, a morality of the heart. Yet 
the nation en masse has sunk down, as the 
more intelligent and thoughtful are ready 
to admit, to a hopeless state of immorality. 
Indeed, the universal impression seems to 
be, that to become truly moral and virtu- 
ous is beyond the attainment of any one; 
and hence they have settled down into a 
state of sullen indifference to sincere prac- 
tical morality, and seek only to observe, 
or rather naturally fall in with, certain 
long established conventional rules or 
habits of external propriety. A truly 
virtuous character is a thing only to be 
discoursed about, or to be looked at as a 
beautiful picture in the distance. As 
* the law” among the Jews was tried under 
the most favorable circumstances for fif- 
teen centuries, and found wanting, so 
among the hundreds of millions of China 
has moral plulosophy, the purest that 
could be derived from the mere light of 
nature, been tried for a much longer pe- 
riod with a similar result. May the lat- 
ter, like the former, prepare the way for 
and be succeeded by a dispensation better 
adapted to our fallen condition and 
depraved nature, and which will produce 
far better results. 


Obstacles to the Reception of the Gospel. 


The gospel is, emphatically, the only hope 
for this poor people; yet, like the Jews, 
they are far, very far, from being willing 
to receive it. In the first place, they are 
too proud to give any earnest attention to 
any thing that is not taught in their own 
sacred classics. ‘These, in their estima- 

tion, contain all the truths and doctrines 
~ that man needs or can know. It is con- 
fidently believed by all, that Confucius 
knew all that can be known from any 
source by man; and to hint anything to 
the contrary to a literary man, is a very 
grave offence. Preach repentance,—Con- 
fucius taught the same; and they take it 
for granted that he taught it much better 
than we, “red-haired barbarians,” can. 
Preach morality, goodness, love, benevo- 
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lence, holiness, the relative duties of life, 
—the classics teach the same in language 
of surprising elegance and_ perfection. 
Speak of the teachings of Christ, — they 
are all very good ; his doctrines are true 
and excellent, “ they are like those of Con- 
fucius.” Exhort them to cease lying and 
cheating, deceiving and quarrelling, gamb- 
ling and licentiousness, and all other 
vices,— and they acknowledge at once 
their duty, but “to do it,” they add, “is 
impossible.” They remain fixed in their 
old position,—they have no hope of be- 
coming essentially improved in their moral 
condition, even though they may have 
some desire in that direction. Their con- 
sciences are weak and defiled, and they 
have not suflicient moral stamina and 
courage to form a resolution. Besides, 
their minds are so dark, and they are so 
accustomed to observe only the letter and 
the external, that the internal and spir- 
itual seem to lie entirely beyond the range 
of their perception. They are so torpid 
and dead in sin and depravity, that even 
the living principles of the gospel awaken 
no responsive thrill in their hearts. Tell 
the story of Jesus coming into the world 
to save sinners, and some will regard it 
as a myth, which we have superstitiously 
attached to a distinguished teacher of the 
West; others will regard the matter as 
an actual incarnation indeed, but nothing 
remarkable on that account, as Buddhist 
books speak of numerous incarnations. 
Recount the miracles of Christ as proofs 
of his divinity, and a Tauist will produce 
a list from his books, as remarkable and 
more numerous, which have been perform- 
ed by their own devotees. Speak of the 
fulfilment of prophecy,—and there are 
not wanting those who can refer to proph- 
ecies made by some of their own wise 
men, which have been strikingly verified. 
Others, when the gospel is preached, are 
like those hearers represented in the par- 
able of the sower. Either Satan imme- 


diately catches away the word, and it is 
forgotten ; or it takes not root in the heart ; 
or the “deceitfulness of riches, and the 
cares of this world choke it, and it brings 
forth no fruit.” 


Their idolatries and superstitions are 
also a great hindrance to a reception of 
the gospel. But these are secondary to 
the worldliness and covetousness which 
seem to absorb the whole being of every 
Chinaman. All the good which he hopes 
to attain by the worship of his gods, is of 
a temporal character. Even the blessings 

“which he secks in a future world are 
entirely sensual and worldly. Money, 
money, is, as a general rule, the ,begin- 
ning, middle, and end of all his thoughts, 
desires and pursuits. Hence it is the 
case, as facts have abundantly proved, 
that most who have hitherto, on hearing 
the missionary preach, professed to be in- 
terested, have only feigned interest from 
@ mere mercenary motive. 

Many, in different parts of China, have 
played the hypocrite so adroitly that they 
have completely deceived the poor simple- 
hearted missionary and got into the 
church, though most have in some way 
disclosed their real character before hay- 
ing gone so far. 

“* Without God in the World.” 


The above exhibits the principal obsta- 
cles to a reception of the gospel by this 
people. Still, as before remarked, the 
gospel is their only hope. It is so, them- 
selves even being judges. Pardon of’ sin 
and salvation from hell, escape from the 
just punishment of sin, are doctrines 
which, all admit, are untaught in their 
sacred books; while the teaching of mo- 
rality and exhortations to virtue are 
regarded on all hands as insufficient to 
produce one holy or even truly virtuous 
character. Hence, none make holiness 
an object of earnest pursuit, or try to ex- 
hort others to it. The future is to them 
a “dark unknown ;” the present, a state 
of hopeless moral ruin, and subject to the 
scourge of a blind and inexorable fate. 
They are literally “without hope and 
without God in the world.” How sad 
their condition! How should the hearts 
of all those whose minds have been illu- 
mined by the light of life, yearn over 
them! The church of Christ has, intrust- 
ed to it, that which alone can impart to 
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them hope, can transform their character 
and fit them for endless life. The atone- 
ment of Christ lays a foundation upon 
which, with the aid of the Holy Spirit, the 
superstructure of a holy and godlike 
character may be reared. The gospel 
“ Christ and Him crucified”—is that which 
alone is adapted to meet the exigencies of 


this people's case. 
Results of Missionary Labor. 


As yet, however, the proclamation of 
the gospel in China has not produced any 
great visible results. ‘This may be owing, 
perhaps, in considerable measure, to the 
circumstances of the people above referred 
to, on account of which immediate results 
have not been realized. ‘Time is required 
for the truth to germinate, take root, and 
spring up, before fruit can be looked for. 
Still some sound and precious fruit has 
been gathered,—suflicient to verity the 
faithfulness,of God's promise and the pow- 
er and adaptation of the gospel to save 
men under the most unfavorable cireum- 
stances. Mugh greater results would 
undoubtedly have been realized, had not 
the time and labors of missionaries been 
necessarily much employed in preparatory 
work. The hostile attitude of the govern- 
ment and the prejudice of the people 
against foreigners, have also undoubtedly 
been a great drawback; as has also the 
confining of the missionaries tq the five 
seaport towns, where their labors are 
necessarily much circumscribed, and where 


_their influence is also injured by the bad 


example of vicious foreigners. ‘ 
But notwithstanding all that is adverse, 
the missionaries throughout China, so far 
as my knowledge extends, are filled with 
hope respecting the future. And none 
are more sanguine than the old mission- 
aries, who are most fully acquainted with 
al! the difficulties that the gospel must 
encounter in its progress. I had the 
privilege at a monthly concert, not long 
since, of listening to remarks from Dr. 
Bridgeman of the American Board, who 
has been in China -about thirty years. 
They were full of encouragement. Te 
remarked, “the cause is God’s and not 
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man’s ;” “the means to be employed in its 
promotion, are those appointed of God 
and not of man’s devising ;” “ the laborers 
are co-workers with God ;” such being the 
case, success is certain. “No circum- 
stances ought to discourage, no opposition 
appal.” He believed that “in China the 
gospel would be seen to be the power of 
God unto salvation.” And that “ the time 
is not far distant when scenes will be wit- 
nessed here like that of Pentecost.” 

Here is presented the true ground of 
our hope of success. Were it founded 
upon any thing clse, we might falter. 
They who make God their trust, are 
driven by obstacles only to make their 
trust more implicit and their prayers more 
fervent. The aid of the true friends of 
missions will only be rendered the more 
pertinent, earnest and eflicient, by be- 
coming acquainted with the real diflicul- 
ties that involve and retard the work of 
evangelizing the heathen. The final is- 
sue is involved in no uncertainty. It is 
not controlled by circumstances,—it lies 
with Him who purposed and hath prom- 
ised, and “who worketh all things atter 
the counsel of his own will.” 


Progress of the work in Chusan. 

In regard to the progress of the cause 
here at Chusan, it has not been so rapid 
as we had hoped, and ¢s at one time we 
confidently expected. The difficulties to 
which I have above referred, exist here. 
And Romanism, so far from having been 
a kind of preparatory step to the recep- 
tion of pure Christianity, I fear will prove 
only a hindrance! Still we are not with- 
out encouraging tokens, and feel it duty 
to go forward, employing the means that 
God has ordained for the building up of 
his kingdom and trusting in Him for sue- 
cess. 

As our present hired room, which has 
served as a chapel, though quite unsuita- 
ble, must soon be given up to the owner, 
I have been making an effort to secure 
another. Several places have been offer- 
ed, and I have agreed to “ teen” a place 
not far from that we now occupy. The 
Chinese term “teen” is employed when 

23 
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money is paid down for the use of a place 
a certain number of years, and possession 
is held by the person who “ teens,” until 
the owner refunds the whole amount of 
money that was paid. I have agreed to 
pay for this place 320,000 cash, equal to 
about 250 dollars. This I shall pay with 
my own money, and let the Society refund 
it gradually, each year a small amount, 
equivalent to the rent of such a place. 
The owner is to remove the present build- 
ings, which are small and poor, and erect 
in their stead a two story building, twice 
as large as the one we now occupy. In 
the rear of this is a long low building 
containing three rooms, which may be 
used for various purposes. The time spe- 
cified is ten years, and the place may be 
retained as much longer as we please, or 
until the whole amount of teen money is 
refunded. The writing is made not in 
my own name, but in that of the So 
ciety. 
New-Year’s Day in Chusan. 


15. — We still remain at Chusan. Yes- 
terday was the Sabbath, and it was more 
like that day in a Christian land, than I 
have before witnessed in China, though in 
reality far enough from it. it was their 
New-Year'’s day; hence all business was 
suspended, the shops all closed, and men 
of all ranks and conditions, from the high- 
est mandarin down, were to be seen 
clothed with silk or satin robes lined with 
fur, and carrying small bundles of incense 
stick in their hands, going to the great city 
temple to worship. For once in a year 
the incessant bustle of the streets was 
hushed, and loud voices, driving bargains 
or quarrelling, were not heard. A Sab- 
bath quiet reigned. May the time not be 
far distant when each Lord’s day shall 
afford a like rest, and when the people 
shall not flock to an idol temple and pros- 
trate themselves before gods of wood and 
mud, but shall be found in the house of 
the true God, worshipping the Sovereign 
of the universe ! 

On the 9th inst. we attended the wed- 
ding of the son of one of our members, 
which was conducted on Christian princi- 
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ples. At their request, I performed a 
Christian marriage service, in place of the 
customary idolatrous rites. 


Death of a Christian Chinese. 


March 4. — On the 22d of Feb. another 
of our members entered upon his rest. 
Wong Sin Sang who was converted at 
Chusan, (where he was engaged in trade, 
though his family resided at Ningpo,) and 
who had been sick about two years, has, 
by his consistent Christian life and trium- 
phant death, exhibited in a marked man- 
ner, for a Chinaman, the power of God's 
grace to renew a dark-minded heathen. 
He was first led to consider the interests 
of his soul seriously, by a very narrow 
escape from pirates. Previous to this 
time he had listened to the gospel without 
any particular personal interest. Ience- 
forth he gave his attention earnestly to the 
subject. He read the Scriptures, and 
spent his evenings with the assistant in 
order to receive instruction upon the doc- 
trines of the gospel and the way of salva- 
tion. He began to apply the promises of 
the gospel to his own case, and commenced 
prayer. At length light beamed in upon 
his dark mind; he saw himself a sinner 
against God, and was enabled to believe 
and trust in Christ with his whole heart 
as his only Saviour. His trust in the 
providence of God was simple, constant, 
and confiding. On one occasion, before 
he was admitted to baptism, when about 
to return in a boat with the assistant and 
another Christian to Chusan, he suggested 
that we first have prayers together. He 
often spoke of God's goodness, and of 
himself and of others being blessed of 
God. 

After his baptism he was faithful in the 
performance of all his Christian duties, 
such as constant and devout attendance 
at the meetings of the church ; conducting 
family worship morning and evening ; in- 
structing his family in the Scriptures and 
the duties of religion; and in exhorting 
his friends and acquaintances and others, 
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as often as opportunities were presented, 
to repent and believe the gospel. Two 
or thrte of his relatives have been hope- 
fully converted through his labors. Dur- 
ing his illness, his only desire to live 
seemed to be to preach the gospel. 

We had employed him for a time, to 
spend a part of each day in one of the 
chapels conversing with callers, and the 
remainder in the study of the Scriptures. 
He entered so earnestly upon this work 
that it was one cause probably of the dis- 
ease of which he died. He did not give 
up hope of life, until three days before his 
death. Ile did not appear to have as 
great joy in the prospect of “ going home,” 
as did Wong dyong-quay, of whose death 
I gave an account in a former letter, yet 
he was very calm and happy in mind. 
He expressed a desire to go and to be with 
Christ. His faith was firm and unwaver- 
ing, and his hope of heaven full of assur- 
ance. He exhorted his wife, who is a 
member of the church, to live a faithful 
and consistent Christian life, and com- 
mitted her and his children to the care 
and protection of his Heavenly Father. 
He gave particular directions respecting 
his burial, requesting that his relatives, 
most of whom are still heathen, should 
avoid every thing idolatrous, and express- 
ing a desire to be buried in the foreign 
burial ground, by the side of the sainted 
Goddard. He died very peacefully, with- 
out pain or a struggle, with a smile upon 
his countenance. 

We mourn the loss of the influence of 
his consistent Christian character, and his 
labors as a preacher of the gospel to his 
benighted countrymen. May God in 
mercy raise up others to fill his place. 

Dong, the literary man and convert 
from King-hwa, I have taken into my 
employ as teacher at present. This I 
have done partly with a view of instruct- 
ing him more fully in the doctrines of the 
gospel. He is, I think, a sincere believer 
and humble Christian, and, if spared, will 
do much good. 
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GERMANY. 
LETTER FROM MR. ONCKEN. 
The Church at Hamburg — Persecutions. 


Hamburg, April 24, 1858.— On the 
monthly occasions for baptism in Ilam- 
burg, candidates are never wanting. Our 
public services, especially since my return 
from England in September last, have 
been numerously attended, while our 
preaching stations (forty in number) are 
the scenes of an increasing inquiry after 
truth. Besides our usual services, extra- 
ordinary meetings are frequently held for 
the emigrants passing through Hamburg. 
They are visited and supplied with Scrip- 
tures by our two city bible colporteurs, 
and by them brought to our chapel. 

We continue to enjoy liberty, and have 
the prospect of soon being in possession of 
a concession from the Senate.* Alas, 
that the position of our brethren in other 


* From the Missionsblatt for June, we trans- 
late the following letter from Mr. Oncken, 
which communicates the gratifying intelli- 
gence that the expected concession has been 
received. 

Hamburg, May 29, 1858.—We stop the press 
to announce to our readers fur and near the 
joyful intelligence that the church in Ham- 
burg has received at last the long promised ac- 
knowledgment by the State. The certificate 
is already in our hands. All the marriages 
solemnized in our church since 1848, and all 
the births registered in our records are in con- 
sequence legally recognized, —by which a 
great burden is taken off from the hearts of 
many of our brethren. 

Our generous magistrates have, in fact, given 
us more than we expected. Our venerable 
senate has the honor of being the first govern- 
ment in Germany to acknowledge the Baptists, 
and to put them on an equality with other 
confessions. Besides, our rulers have had op- 
portunity to observe us for a quarter of a 
century as a community and as citizens; 
and after the most careful examination they 
have expressly acknowledged that the Bap- 
tists are among their most quiet and faithful 
subjects. 

May the noble example of our government 
be soon imitated in all Protestant Germany, 
that our brethren may be free from oppres- 
sion, and the reproach of religious persecution 
may be removed from our land. 
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parts is so far different! With hearts full 
of zeal, but beset with difficulties on every 
hand, our missionaries and colporteurs in 
Hanover and Hesse are prosecuting their 
labors. Especially in the former country, 
the continued political reaction has brought 
with it stringent measures against us also. 
Imprisonments, expulsion from the land, 
are of recent date, and fines of twenty- 
five thalers are to be imposed on those of 
our missionaries who preach beyond their 
own place of residence. Orthodox Chris- 
tianity, it is true, is apparently in the as- 
cendant in Germany ; but how dothe things 
I have referred to agree with the spirit of 
true Christianity? Surely the principles 
of toleration ought to be proclaimed in 
Germany from the house tops. 

Notwithstanding the annoyance to which 
they are subjected, our brethren are con- 
tinuing to labor as before, and declare 
their readiness to suffer all things for the 
sake of Christ. 


Personal Activity. 


To return to the church in Hamburg. 
In the winter months we have been in the 
habit of having services without the city 
gates, in St. Pauli. A friend has sup- 
plied us with a room for this purpose; but 
a much larger place of worship is needed. 
Many strangers attend here, who would 
not come to our chapel in Hamburg. 
Besides this, the church has long been 
anxious that special efforts should be made. 
for St. Pauli, a suburb proverbially known. 
for the wickedness which has taken root 
and flourished there. From our own 
means we are unable to raise a chapel,. 
however plain; and we must therefore 
commit our desires to the leadings of 
Providence and to the interest of our for- 
cign friends. Let me not, however, give 
you the impression that our church is in- 
active in pecuniary matters. Notwith- 
standing the recent commercial disasters, 
by which some of our members have suf- 
fered severely, the church last year raised 
for various religious objects $2,000. Br. 
Gulzau, my fellow laborer, is entirely sup- 
ported by the church. 

I rejoice to say too, that hitherto the: 
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Lord has preserved among us a sense of 
the responsibility resting on us individ- 
ually to commend the truth to others. 
Tracts are taken by the brethren to the 
houses of the inhabitants; others are en- 
gaged in our Sabbath school, and we have 
also two excellent brethren engaged as 
teachers in our day-school. The mem- 
bers of the church last year distributed 
74,800 tracts, and sold 3,650 bibles. 

The following may serve as an indica- 
tion of the instrumentality employed 
throughout the German Mission for the 
diffusion of God's truth. About one hun- 
dred brethren have devoted their entire 
time to missionary labor. This embraces, 
besides other occasions for usefulness apart 
from the churches, 584 preaching stations ; 
162 Sabbath-school teachers have been 
engaged in instilling divine truth into the 
minds of the young. We have sold in 
connection with the missions, 61,007 copies 
of the Holy Scriptures in various lan- 
guages. In this work we have been sup- 
ported by the American and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, the American Bible Union 
and the Edinburgh Bible Society. The 
tract circulation reached 1,026,926 copies, 
including 8,235 denominational works, 
5,400 bound loan-books and tracts, and 
$6,000 copies of the Missionsblatt. The 
clear increase of the churches of the 
Union, (exclusive of the Swedish churches, 
which form a separate Union,) has been 
584, or about 17 per cent. Two new 
churches have been formed, at Kénigs- 
berg and Damgarten. Four new chapels 
are in course of erection, and one old 
house has been purchased and fitted up 
for public worship. 

By such means many of our perishing 
fellow men have been made to hear mer- 
cy’s voice, inviting them to become heirs 
of salvation. And although sometimes 
the fruit gathered appears inadequate to 
the diligence of the husbandmen, we be- 
lieve that the Lord’s word will not re- 
turn unto Him void, but that, although it 
may be after many days, it will surely ac- 
complish that whereunto He has sent it. 
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Seed sown in Germany bearing fruit in 
Australia. 


Only recently a proof of the truth of 
this word came under my notice. I re- 
ceived a letter from a female in South 
Australia, having enclosed in it £8 for mis- 
sionary purposes. The writer informed 
me that while here some years ago, she had 
been directed to the truth by us. Her 
heart rebelled at the sinfulness laid to her 
charge ; she left us in indignation, deter- 
mining to close her heart against the un- 
weleome words; but in vain. They fol- 
lowed her to Australia, where, finally, she 
yielded to the Spirit of God, and found 
pardon and peace. Most anxious now for 
the welfare of her countrymen in Aus- 
tralia, she entreated me to send out a mis- 
sionary who should labor among the Ger- 
mans, and take the superintendence of a 
church which the lady and some other be- 
lievers are desirous of forming. All ex- 
penses would be defrayed by the Aus- 
tralian friends. 


Influence of the Baptists. 


I cannot forbear to make mention of 
one evident result of our mission. We 
are, under God's blessing, exerting a 
healthful influence on the believing mem- 
bers in the State church. They are be- 
ing roused to action. In reference to this 
subject, the Rev. Dr. Hoffmann, of Ber- 
lin, some years ago said to me, “I rejoice 
in the existence of the Baptists in Ger- 
many; if for no other purpose, it is evi- 
dent you are raised up to rouse us from 
our slumbers.” 

Again and again, when I compare our 
present position with the feeble com- 
mencement of this work in 1834, my feel- 
ings find fitting expression only in the 
words of the Psalmist; “ Blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel, who only doeth won- 
drous'things. And blessed be his glori- 
ous name for ever; and let the whole 
earth be filled with his glory. Amen and 
amen.” 

Your communications of January 18th, 
intimating that the Board would be 
obliged to reduce their appropriations to 
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the German Mission still further, is a 
great trial to me, as it will necessitate my 
going again to England on my old errand. 
My absence from here is not desirable ; 
still if it is the Lord’s will for me to go, I 
must seek cheerfully to submit. 

Fain do I hope that the effusions of the 
Holy Spirit upon the American churches, 
will render many hearts willing to aid in 
the extension of Christ’s kingdom in distant 
lands. We rejoice greatly in the great 
things done of late for our beloved Amer- 
ican brethren. Spiritual blessing is what 
our churches have craved for them, in re- 
turn for the good received at their hands. 


LETTER FROM MR. LEMMANN. 
The Church at Berlin. 


Berlin, May 29.— There is not much 
life among us as a church, but some cases 
which require discipline. Preaching has 
been continued, but as yet abundant 
fruits have not followed. However, we 
must not despise the days of small things, 
seeing that they are marked by the gra- 
cious visitation of our Lord. 

With deep gratitude we have heard of 
the signal blessings which have visited the 
United States. We have employed simi- 
lar means, offering fervent prayer in our 
regular and extraordinary meetings. We 
thank God that it has not been without 
some success. We can see by faith a lit- 
tle cloud like a man’s hand, indicating an 
approaching shower of grace. Last Sun- 
day we had the joy of hearing of the effi- 
cacy of the gospel in the case of five 
souls, recently awakened, and the report 
that five others had been baptized at one 
of our outstations. 

A week previously I was in Mariendorf, 
five miles from this place, where we spent 
a night in prayer and holy exercises. 
Great anxiety was manifested by a num- 
ber of souls. They had already spent a 
night before in the same manner, aided 
by other brethren. Ultimately four found 
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peace in the blood of the Lamb ; others 
continued inquiring. 

Similar, or more joyful reports reach 
us from Reetz. In Templin also the 
work of grace goes on, though less pow- 
erfully than last year. Thus we are not 
without tokens of divine grace, but we 
look anxiously for the abundant outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. Some of our out- 
stations are prospering, particularly that 
at Frankfort on the Oder. Since br. 
Zeschke has been placed there, a regular 
increase has been enjoyed. It is a large 
field, extending over a hundred miles in 
length and breadth. Life, however, is 
manifested everywhere. It is only to be 
regretted that br. Z’s continual journeying 
does not allow him to preach regularly at 
Frankfort itself, and thus this main place 
is rather neglected. Another laborer there 
is greatly needed. I intend soon to visit 
all the places in that region, in connection 
with my journey to the Prussian Associa- 
tion at Stettin on the 28th of June. 


Relations to the Government. 


Our relation to the government is still 
the same. No reply has been received 
from the Royal Cabinet, and it seems that 
our last representation and petition has 
shared the fate of those preceding. Our 
sister church in Hamburg is now about 
earning the fruit of their perseverance 
and steadfastness. The government there 
has granted them a full recognition ac- 
cording to their wishes. We thank God 
and take courage. 

I had an oceasion to approach the 
Court at the festival of the marriage of 
Prince Frederic William with the Princess 
Royal of Great Britain. A deputation of 
the Evangelical Alliance waited upon 
them, to which I was nominated. I availed 
myself of this opportunity to express also 
the deep and cordial sympathy of our 
Baptist churches, which was very gra- 
ciously accepted, and the prince asked 
several questions about our churches. 


Miscellany. — Religions and Superstitions of China. 


FRANCE. 
LETTER FROM MR. L '. 
Religious Interest at C—. 


C—, June 1, 1858.— I avail myself 
of this opportunity to inform you that the 
Lord has recently blessed us in C 

We had a delightful season at Pente- 
cost. Would that you had been able to 
witness our solemn assembly, so numer- 
ous that our place of meeting was crowd- 
ed with people, as well as the adjoining 
room, and some were still obliged to re- 
main without or in our dwelling house! 
Still more, would that you could have 
heard the rigid examination, the confes- 
sions of faith, so energetic and touching, 
of three candidates, — of whom two were 
Roman Catholics lately converted, and 
one a dear child of my Sunday school, 
whose father and two elder sisters have 
for several years been faithful members 
of my church! You would have said as 
we did,— “ The Lord is good and blessed 
be his holy name!” 

These three baptisms, with four others 
which took place at our last passover, 
make seven this year, and perhaps God 
will grant still more. 

We are as yet ignorant of the decision 
of our dear brethren of the United States 
at the meeting in Philadelphia ; but I say 
in all sincerity, it will give me pungent 
grief to be obliged to abandon my church 
in this day of spiritual prosperity. The 
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Lord forbid that such a thing should 
be suffered to take place ! 


Departure of Mr. Foulon. 


Day before yesterday I was at L——, 
to take my leave of our dear br. Fou- 
lon,* to encourage his flock, and if pos- 
sible to give some Christian advice to this 
poor, forsaken church. O what breaking 
of hearts was there! Could you have 
seen the tears, could you have heard the 
sobs and groans on every side, and espe- 
cially those which came from the dear 
children of the Sabbath school, as well as 
from their beloved parents, — you would 
have said with us —* No, it cannot be 
necessary that such a church should be 
abandoned.” I promised the church that 
I would use my best efforts that they 
should not remain without a pastor, but 
that a faithful servant of Christ might be 
given them to break unto them the bread 
of eternal life. 

Meanwhile I have invited these poor 
brethren to come to C to seek spirit- 
ual refreshment, promising them always 
a welcome as members of our own family ; 
and assuring them that if they have need 
of my services, though I am overburden- 
ed with occupation with my fifteen to 
twenty communes to visit, they have 
only to write me and I will come to 
their aid. 

*By a letter from Mr. Dez, dated June 1, it 


appears that Mr. Foulon had embarked for the 
United States with a view to a residence here. 


MISCELLANY. 


RELIGIONS AND SUPERSTITIONS OF 
CHINA. 
Superstitions respecting Spirits. 

Ideas respect:ng spirits occupy a prom- 
inent place among Chinese superstitions, 
and have an important practical bearing 
upon domestic and social life. The un- 
suspecting credulity with which the great 
variety of diverse and conflicting views 
on this subject are received, and the te- 
nacity with which they are held, are only 
to be accounted for by the agency of 


Satan; the fears of a guilty and unen- 
lightened conscience; the existence of 
some otherwise inexplicable natural phe- 
nomena ; and the arts of designing men, 
who encourage these superstitions for the 
sake of accomplishing private ends. Some 
of them may be traced to Buddhism, some 
to Tauism; and some have originated in 
works which were at first understood as 
principally or entirely fictitious, but after- 
wards came to be regarded as authentic 
and credible treatises. 
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Different Orders of Spirits. 


Among the most prominent of the 
orders of spirits are the yau-kwai, or 
genii, mentioned in a former letter on 
Tauism. 
who by different means have escaped 
death, and exchanged corporeal for ethe- 
real natures. They exist in endless de- 
grees of development, or grades of attain- 
ment; and it is their continual aim and 
effort to rise higher in the scale, and ac- 


They are supposed to be beings 


quire greater power. ‘They are supposed 
to be able to assume different forms, ani- 
mate and inanimate, or to carry out their 
purposes as invisible spirits, to suit cir- 
cumstances. That class of yau-k wai which 
afilict men, acquire their superhuman 
power, not by the authorized method of 
subjecting the body and mind to certain 
disciplinary rules, but by clandestinely 
stealing the vital principle from man. 
The nightmare, and starting in sleep are 
attributed to attempts of this kind. A 
kind of dreams, incident to certain bodily 
diseases, is also attributed to these spirits, 
and the consequent weakness is regarded 
as an evidence that the vital principle 
has been abstracted. Persons thus affect- 
ed endeavor to rid themselves of their 
nocturnal visitors in different ways. The 
first expedient resorted to, is that of the 
individual rousing himself from sleep, to 
utter curses and imprecations on the of- 
fending spirit. If this means fails, one or 
more persons in robust health are called 
to occupy the same room with the sick 
person, as it is supposed that an influence 
emanates from the bodies of strong and 
robust persons which spirits cannot with- 
stand, and that they principally attack those 
who are weak and delicate. Should the 
spirit refuse to yield to such means, a 
sword which has been wet with human 
blood, is brandished over the bed of the 
sufferer; or the services of a person who 
professes to shoot spirits are obtained. Mir- 
rors are suspended in different parts of 
the room in order to frighten the spirit, 
and to detect his presence and position by 
reflection, though he should endeavor to 
avoid a direct view. The last resort, 
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when all other means have failed, is that 
of making a formal complaint at the office 
of Chang-ti’n-sz, who resides in Kiang-si, 
and is supposed to possess authority over 
spirits throughout the empire ; and to have 
not only them, but gods, at his beck and 
call. This power he exercises by means 
of charms and enchantments, and a seal 
of acknowledged authority among spirits, 
which was transmitted to him from his 
ancestors. A paper stamped with this 
seal, and containing a statement of the 
name, place, and circumstances of the 
afllicted person, is, by being burned, sup- 
posed to be transmitted to some god, who 
is instructed to see that the offending 
spirit is caught, punished, and restrained 
from committing further offences. It is 
stated that these steps will not only cer- 
tainly prove successful, but that before 
the messenger arrives with his complaint, 
his approach, with all the circumstances 
of his mission, are minutely placarded on 
a bulletin outside of the palace gate of the 
spirit-king. It is also said, that many 
spirits of this class are held in durance by 
this personage in sealed bottles, and that 
their querulous twitterings are often heard 
by visitors. 

A singular fact may be noticed in this 
connection, that a missionary lady in 
Ningpo, accustomed to using a smelling- 
bottle, fell under the suspicion of using 
the bottle to confine spirits over which 
she had gained a controlling power; and 
different diseases and mishaps in neigh- 
borhoods through which she had been 
seen to walk, were directly traced to her 
agency. 

Some regard Chang-ti’n-sz in the light 
of the Chinese constable, who is called 
by the people the head or leader of 
thieves, because he is generally in league 
with them, and finds them, and stolen ar- 
ticles when he is well paid for it. So it is 
said, that Chang-ti’n-sz, after keeping 
spirits in confinement for a time, is seen 
to release them in order to derive profit 
again from their depredations. 


Demons or Spirits from the Dead. 
The largest class of spirits is supposed 
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to be that of the spirits of the dead, called 
kwei. As it is generally believed that 
the soul is after death required to atone 
for its sins by confinement in Hades until 
it is permitted to re-appear in another state, 
the Chinese find some difficulty in ac- 
counting for so many kwei upon earth. 
’ The most consistent theory is that which 
supposes that they are spirits whose crimes 
are not sufficient to keep them in hell, 
and whose time for re-appearing has not 
yet arrived. To the agency of these 
spirits, almost every variety of disease is 
attributed. Their object in ‘inflicting 
these diseases is to obtain food, or rather 
the scent or exhalations from food. Ac- 
cordingly, when a person is sick, a diviner 
is called to determine whether the sick- 
ness is due to the agency of spirits or not ; 
and if it is, to tell what kind of kwei it is, 
and what its demands of food are. At 
funerals a feast is generally prepared for the 
spirits, which are supposed to be the asso- 
ciates of the deceased, in order to secure 
a good understanding between him and 
his new acquaintances. During the months 
of August and September, when diseases 
are unusually prevalent, the people sup- 
pose that the gates of hell are opened, and 
the spirits turned out, they are honored 
with ceremonies performed throughout 
the country, called {4ng-yen-k4u, or shi- 
shih. The object of these ceremonies 
is to secure health and peace to the fam- 
ily or neighborhood which provides it. 
Quantities of viands are prepared, which 
are set on the table in an open place or 
court ; representations in paper of clothes, 
of different sizes, styles, and colors, are 
suspended near the table; and a com- 
pany of priests and singers is called to 
add variety and noise to the entertain- 
ment. After dark, lanterns are suspend- 
ed from high poles to call the spirits from 
the distance, and indicate to them where 
food may be found. This food is of a 
very inferior quality, and is often given to 
beggars after the ceremony is over; but 
it is supposed that the incantations of the 
priests have the power to convert both the 
food and the paper into just what is re- 
quired to satisfy the wants of those for 
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whom they are intended. The amount 
of money spent in these childish ceremo- 
nies is immense. It is generally believed 
that there is a place Sang-chau, in the 
province of Shan-tung, where a great 
part of the inhabitants are kwei, who 
come out in the afternoon, and mingle 
with the people. It is said that they may 
be distinguished by their using paper in- 
stead of copper money, and by their not 
casting a shadow in the moonlight. It is 
also believed, that in the hien city Fung- 
td, in the province of Sz-ch’uen, there is 
a street called yin yang kiai, street of the 
dead and living, one side of which is in- 
habited by men and the other by spirits. 
Volumes might be filled with current no- 
tions respecting ghosts, and spirits, and 
genii, which the narrow limits of a letter 
do not admit of introducing. The Chi- 
nese have a large number of books on 
this subject, among the most noted of 
which is the Lian-chai-chi-i, a large work 
of sixteen volumes. 


Spirits with Bodies. 


It is believed that there is another class 
of ghosts called kiang-shi, which differ 
from those above mentioned in the fact 
that their bodies do not decompose at 
death, and the united soul and body is 
permitted during the night, to range about 
at pleasure. Some bodies change their 
form so as to resemble beasts of prey, but 
some retain their original form and ap- 
pearance. It is believed that the latter 
class, if they eat any material food, are 
immediately transformed into living men, 
only differing from other mortals in their 
being unable to behold the light of day. 
It is said that jf they allow the sun to shine 
upon them, they die instantly. -* 


Familiar Spirits. 


Of all the superstitions of this kind, 
those respecting another class of spirits 
called Sa-sien, have perhaps the greatest 
influence upon the minds of the people. 
Sti-sien, signifying a spirit in the body, 
designates a familiar spirit, by the assist- 
ance of which persons are supposed to be 
able to tell fortunes, and converse with 


the dead. They are supposed to be the 


1858.] 


spirits of those who are not permitted to 
re-assume a body, on account of obligations 
incurred in a former state, from which 
they have not been absolved. They repay 
their debts of money or gratitude by 
serving their benefactors, who have pre- 
ceded them in coming again into the 
world, in enabling them to acquire wealth 
by fortune-teiling. Persons regarded as 
belonging to this class are visited by mul- 
titudes, particularly those who have re- 
cently lost relatives by death, and wish 
to converse with them through a “ me- 
dium.” The fortune-teller, after a con- 
versation with the applicant, calls the 
spirit, whose approach and. entrance into 
the “medium” is signalized by sundry 
contortions of the body, and a spasmodic 
jerk of the neck. The spirit is then direct- 
ed either to gain the desired information 
respecting the future, or to find and bring 
reports from some deceased friend, whose 
name, age, place of burial, &c., are given. 
As is the case in other lands, the spirit 
deigns or refuses a response, according to 
circumstances. Some of these fortune- 
tellers, and the most noted of them, who 
have no indebted spirit to offer his ser- 
vices, are obliged to devise means to se- 
eure the assistance of a spirit. With 
this end in view they first obtain a little 
image made of the wood of the willow, 
for which they obtain a spirit in one of 
the following ways. Some go to a grave- 
yard, and after feasting the ghosts of the 
dead, make an arrangement with one to 
reside in the image. The image is then 
worshipped for several weeks continu- 
ously, and left out of doors during the 
night, to be wet with the dews of heaven, 
and drink in virtue from moonbeams; 
after which it is regarded as an oracle, 
from which the spirit speaks infallibly. 
Another method of obtaining a spirit, con- 
sists in writing on the little image the 
characters representing the horoscope of 
some clever living person whose spirit is 
desired, and then worshipping the image, 
and leaving it out-doors until this person 
dies and his spirit enters the image, which 
it is said will surely take place in a very 


Miscellany. — Religions and Superstitions of China. 


stition, those who are found possessed of 


305 


these images may be condemned to death, 
being regarded as guilty of murder. 


Written Communications from Spirits. 


Written communications from spirits are 
not unfrequently sought for in the following 
manner. ‘Two persons support with their 
hands some object to which a pencil is 
attached in a vertical position, and ex- 
tending to a table below, covered with 
sand. It is said that the movements of 
the pencil, involuntary as far as the per- 
sons holding it are concerned, but gov- 
erned by the influences of spirits, de- 
scribe certain characters which are easi- 
ly deciphered, and which often bring to 
light remarkable disclosures and revela- 
tions. Many who regarded themselves 
persons of superior intelligence, are firm 
believers in this mode of consulting 
spirits. 

There is still another kind of spirits 
called the wu-tung, principally noted for 
its propensity to steal, and to frighten peo- 
ple. It is said to have its favorites among 
dwellers in the flesh, as well as objects of 
dislike; and that it secretly transfers 
money and articles of value from the lat- 
ter to the former. It is also supposed to 
produce spiritual rappings in and about 
houses, and to cause burning flames to be 
seen ; thus frightening the unoflending in- 
habitants, so that they not unfrequently 
fly from their houses to find safety and 
quiet elsewhere. As in the case of the 
common kwei, these enemies can be 
bought off by an idolatrous feast. It is 
probable that this superstition takes its 
rise from appearances of “ ignis fatuus,” 
and the apparent ground on which it rests 
accounts for the strong hold it has on the 
minds of the people. 

It is difficult to conceive of the fear, 
anxiety, and dread, which these various 
superstitions occasion. ‘They should lead 
us to appreciate that gospel which delivers 
us from bondage to fear, and teaches us 
to recognize in every event and circum- 
stance, the hand of an unseen and Al- 
mighty Father, who controls all beings 


short time. In consequence of this super- 


and events, and makes all things to work 
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together for good to them that fear him.— 
J. L. Nevius, in Home and For. Record. 


MISSIONARY SOCIETIES IN GREAT 
BRITAIN. 

The anniversaries of these Societies 
were held in London, as usual, in the 
month of May last. The reports of their 
operations present a cheering account of 
labors undertaken for the diffusion of the 
gospel in all lands. 

The Church Missionary Society report- 
ed the receipts of the year to be £120,- 
766, a sum larger than in any previous 
year; also a large donation of £10,000 
and a special fund for India, amounting 
to £24,717. These sums, with the ad- 
dition of those raised and expended at the 
stations, it is estimated, will make the 
whole amount of receipts not less than 
£160,000. 

The missions under the charge of this 
Society are in Sierra Leone, India Cey- 
lon, Mauritius, China and New Zealand. 
In Sierra Leone the work of evangeliza- 
tion within the colony is carried on chiefly 
by native pastors, there being ten native 
pastors and only two European. In 
Yoruba there are six European ordained 
missionaries, seven European catechists, 
and upwards of forty native teachers. 
The mission to the Niger is under the 
guidance of a native ordained pastor. 
In Bombay a congregation of 150 native 
converts is ministered to by a native pas- 
tor. The operations of the Society in 
Calcutta and the adjacencies have been 
much enlarged. In the Northwest Pro- 
vinces the missions of the Society had 
not been much retarded. At Meerut the 
usual missionary operations had been re- 
commenced at the close of the year. At 
Agra two flourishing congregations num- 
ber 500 converts. ‘The college is attend- 
ed by 300 Hindu and Mohammedan 
youths. The mission at Benares had 
been preserved in a most wonderful man- 
_ ner by the providence of God. Every- 
where the native Christians showed an 
excellent spirit, which had greatly encour- 
aged the missionaries and elevated their 
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own position. At Peshawur, in the Pun- 
jab, the preaching of the missionaries had 
not been intermitted for a single day, and 
the school, which had for a time fallen off 
in numbers, had soon regained its comple- 
ment of pupils. In South India the num- 
ber of converts under the auspices of the 
Society now exceeded 35,000, More than 
1000 adults had been received in the year. 
A healthy spirit of self-support and of 
indigenous missionary action was every- 
where springing up. ‘The eleven districts 
of South ‘Tinnevelly were now partly 
supplied by native pastors, so that the 
European missionaries could effectually 
superintend two or three districts. In 
Travancore, among the Araam hill tribes, 
and at Masulipatam the progress was also 
satisfactory. 

In Ceylon much aggressive effort was 
being put forth with satisfactory results 
among the ‘Tamul coolies. ‘Two mission- 
aries have been sent to the Hindus in the 
Mauritius, among whom they met with a 
favorable reception. In China a number 
of the missionaries had been removed 
during the year by death and other causes, 
and the staff at each of the stations had 
become comparatively weak. The pro- 
gress in New Zealand had been more sat- 
isfactory than for many previous years. 

The number of stations is 138; Eng- 
lish ordained ministers, 128; of other 
nations, 50; native preachers, 47; native 
catechists and teachers, 2,077 ; communi- 
cants in 1857, 18,787. 

The English Baptist Missionary Society 
reported as the total receipts £22,946 15s. 
10d., being about £1480 more than in any 
previous year. The amount expended 
was £23,593 13s. 8d., leaving a debt of 
£932 11s. 9d. The churches under the 
charge of the Society’s mission in the West 
Indies have had peace and have been mul- 
tiplied. Slowly, but steadily, the freed 
negroes of the Bahamas are rising in 
piety, intelligence, and civilization. In 
Haiti, amidst oft recurring anarchy, every 
year a few are rescued from the captivity 
of Satan. In Trinidad the missionaries 
continue to gather fruit unto God. The 
Society’s institution at Calabar is gradual- 
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ly providing an efficient and useful native 
ministry for the churches. 

For many months all direct missionary 
work was at a stand in the whole of the 
Bengal Presidency. In Calcutta and its 
suburbs repeated panics, the threatening 
aspect of the population, and the proxim- 
ity of mutinous regiments at Barrackpore, 
constrained a cessation of the usual work. 
In Dacca, Jessore, Barisaul, Dinagepore, 
and Chittagong, itineracies were for a time 
suspended; while in Jessore, Dacca, and 
Chittagong, actual danger menaced the 
lives of the brethren in common with their 
countrymen, but was mercifully averted. 
At Monghyr the missionaries were enabled 
to remain at their posts, although conspir- 
acies were known to be rife around them. 
From Patna the missionary was obliged to 
flee. At Benares revolt was nipped in 
the bud, but the temper of the people 
rendered missionary labor for a time im- 
practicable. In the Northwest provinces 
the brethren were fugitives. ‘They and 
the native Christians, after escapes which 
signalize the merciful protection of God, 
found a refuge in the fort at Agra. One 
fell a prey to the thirst for English blood. 

In remarking on the results of mission- 
ary labor in India from the first the report 
says—*“ The missionaries have wielded 
the power of the press with the most im- 
portant results. ‘They were the first to 
apply it to the preparation and issue of 
books in the languages of the common 
people. By them the vernaculars have 
been cultivated, and elevated from a rude 
patois into forms fitted for the expression 
of the highest truths. ‘The word of God 
has been translated, in whole or in part, 
into the principal dialects of the country. 
The rude inhabitants of the hills have 
had their native tongue reduced to writing, 
and portions of the Scriptures and other 
books prepared for their instruction. Up- 
wards of two millions of parts or volumes 
of the sacred writings of our faith have 
issued from the mission presses. The 
learned pundits of the country have re- 
ceived, nearly complete, the whole Bible 
in the Sanscrit tongue, from the diligent 
and arduous studies of Carey, Yates, and 
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Wenger. Four volumes of this great 
work and noble monument of missionary 
learning have already left the press, and 
the present year will, it is hoped, witness 
its completion. Tracts in uncounted 
numbers have spread through the length 
and breadth of the land the good tidings 
of peace, and several millions of school 
books have contributed to the instruction 
and enlightenment of the present genera- 
tion.” 

The London Missionary Society report- 
ed the receipts of the year to be £7,243 
11s. 8d., being about £6,660 more than 
the preceding year. The contributions 
from missionary stations were £16,511 9s. 
10d. This is exclusive of the fund for es- 
tablishing new missions in South Africa, 
and for the extension of missions in India, 
which, being added, would raise the entire 
income to £86,366 7s. 7d. 

The churches in Tahiti are in a flour- 
ishing state. A recent revival of religion 
had taken place in the native churches, by 
which many had been added to their 
numbers. In the Society Islands, the 
internal wars of former years had ceased, 
and the condition and prospects of the 
several churches were encouraging. The 
Austral Islands are entirely under a na- 
tive pastorate. In Kimatara the people 
were busily engaged in building three 
stone chapels. The beautiful villages 
bore all the marks of peace and of Chris- 
tian civilization. The mission churches of 
the Hervey Islands continue to prosper. 
These Christian islanders might bear an 
advantageous comparison with any equal 
number of Britons, whether as regards the 
general habits of the people, the progress 
of education, the observance of the Sab- 
bath, or the number of Christians united 
in church-fellowship. In the Samoan or 
Navigators’ Islands the missionaries prose- 
cuted their labors without interruption. 
In Mare or Nengone, where the popula- 
tion is about 8000, about 3000 had given 
up heathenism. At Lifu nearly the whole 
population had turned from heathenism | 
under native agency. Inthe West Indies 
the missions of the society both in British 
Guiana and Jamaica had throughout the 
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year afforded occasion of much thankful- 
ness. The West India mission churches 
generally had made great advances in the 
principle of self-support. Their aggre- 
gate contributions towards their own sup- 
port had amounted to £7540, which was 
£1500 more than in the previous year. 
In South Africa, at Cape Colony, the 
churches had within the year received 
numerous additions, and great efforts had 
been made to extend the blessings of 
Christianity to the Fingoes and other 
tribes of the interior. ‘The reports from 
the numerous stations of the Orange River, 
composed of Griquas and Bechuanas, af- 
forded general evidence of progress. At 
Lekatlong especially, extensive religious 
awakening among the natives had taken 
place. At the Kuruman, Mr. Moffat had 
completed his translation of the Bible into 
the Sichuana language, which, with certain 
modifications, is the language of the whole 
interior of South Africa. Mr. Moffat had 
just returned from his tour to the Matabele, 
and reported that he had found the king, 
Moselekatse, most willing to receive the 
proffered missionaries. The Rev. H. 
Helmow, stationed at Lekatlong, who had 
labored for nearly twenty years among 
the Bechuanas, was soon to leave for the 
new stations north of the Zambesi. In 
China, Dr. Legge and Mr. Chalmers had 
continued to pursue their labors at Hong- 
kong. At Amoy were manifold proofs 
of the presence of the divine Spirit. 
Twenty-two converts had been added 
during the year. The church of the Ame- 
rican Mission in that city had now 172 
converts, and that of the English Presby- 
terians 53, so that there were above 400 
converted Chinese in the city in all. 
There were eight native agents of the 
learned class employed at Shanghai; 
twenty converts had been added during 


the year, and the people everywhere lis-. 


tened attentively. The mission press at 
Hongkong and Shanghai continued most 
active. The Chinese had manifested 
much anxiety to receive copies of the 
‘Scriptures, and of the various treatises 
published. 

The Society for the Propagation of the 
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Gospel in Foreign Parts reported an in- 
crease of funds beyond that of any previous 
year. The general and special funds to- 
gether amounted to £93,200. The special 
fund for the extension of Indian missions 
is £17,000. The missions at Delhi and 
Cawnpore had been swept away by the 
mutiny, the missionaries and catechists 
having perished by the hand of violence. 
Three missionaries were slain at Delhi 
and two at Cawnpore, and more recently 
one has been put to death by the Caflres. 
The Society propose to enlarge their mis- 
sions in South Africa, and to commence a 
mission in Vancouver's Island. 

The Wesleyan Missionary Society re- 
ported as its total income £123,062 18s. 
1d. Twenty-two missionaries, twelve 
wives of missionaries, with one school- 
mistress, thirty-five persons in all, had 
been sent out since the previous anniver- 
sary. ‘There were now in connection with 
the Society 493 circuits, 3903 chapels, 693 
ministers and assistant-missionaries, 422 
other paid agents, 8487 unpaid agents, as 
Sabbath-school &e., 121,479 
members, 8234 candidates for membership, 
123,601 scholars, and 8 printing establish- 
The missionaries in the Madras 
Presidency, in India, reported that not 
one of their stations had been disturbed. 
At Ceylon, in the Tamil district, the past 
year had been one affording much en- 
couragement. In South Africa, about a 
hundred and forty native Kaflirs had been 
added to the church during the year, in 
the neighborhood of Graham’s Town. In 


teachers, 


ments, 


. Australasia, the mission connected with 


the Australasian Conference in New Zea- 
land, the Friendly Islands, and the Feejee 
Islands had been visited with great suc- 
cess; 2334 members had been added 
during the year. The native missionaries 
were now twenty in number. The native 
contributions in the Friendly Islands had 
reached the gross total of £1594 18s, 
In the Feejee Islands the people had ap- 
peared for many years impervious to the 
influence of religion ; but a day of visitation 
had at length arrived, and they who had 
sown in tears now reaped in joy. About 
one-fourth of the entire population of the 
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group had abandoned heathenism. There 
were 54,281 professing Christians connect- 
ed with the missions. ‘Thirty-six chapels 
had been built during the year. Three 
new stations were recommended. About 
250 native teachers and evangelists were 
now employed, and some of the islands 
had been converted almost entirely through 
their instrumentality. ‘The people were 
beginning to exhibit a spirit of great liber- 
ality in coming forward to support their 
teachers, and thus the foundation of a na- 
tive church supporting its own native 
pastors, was being laid. 


SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 


From the thirteenth Annual Report of 
the Board of Foreign Missions it appears 
that the missions are in a healthful state. 
The missions of the Convention are as 
follows : 

China. — Canton, — two missionaries, 
one female assistant, one native assistant. 

Shanghai, — four missionaries, one of 
whom is a physician, four female assistants. 

Africa. —Liberia,—thirty native preach- 
ers and teachers. 

Sierra Leone,—two missionaries, one 
assistant. 

Yoruba,—one missionary. 

Abbeokuta,— one missionary, one fe- 
male assistant. 

Ijaye,—one missionary. 

Aw Yaw,—one missionary, one female 
assistant. 

Ogbomishaw, —two missionaries, one 
female assistant. 

Total, fourteen missionaries, eight fe- 
male assistants, thirty-two native preach- 
ers and assistants. 

At Canton the chapel will seat about 
forty. Sometimes but few attend ; some- 
times all the benches are filled, and a 
crowd is collected in the aisle and at the 
door. During the year, 1,905 copies of 
the New Testament have been distrib- 
uted, and portions of Scripture compris- 
ing 151,650 pages; also 11,047 tracts, and 
other works. 
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At Shanghai the Board sustains four 
preaching stations and six day-schools. 
Worship is held every Sabbath morning 
in Chinese. <A revival of religion has 
been enjoyed most of the year; nineteen 
have been baptized as the fruits of it. 
The church numbers twenty-four. The 
Sabbath school consists not of children, but 
of the members of the church. 

In Liberia, most of the stations have 
enjoyed, during the year, seasons of divine 
refreshing. The schools are a promising 
means of usefulness. 

At Sierra Leone, eighteen were bap- 
tized within the year. The church num- 
bers 82—of whom 30 are males and 52 
females. ‘There is a Sabbath and a week- 
day school. At the outstation, Waterloo, 
twenty-five miles east of Freetown, there 
is a small chapel, capable of accommodat- 
ing about 150 persons; the congregation 
worshipping there numbers 250, and a 
great number of hearers stand or sit out- 
side, regardless of the weather. 

At Abbeokuta four have been baptized. 
The other stations in Central Africa are 
- but recently instituted, and no important 
results have been reported. 

Mr. Bowen has been printing in the 
United States a Yoruban Grammar and 
Dictionary, which are nearly completed, 
and which will be of great value to the 
mission. 

The funds received into the treasury 
during the year amounted to $34,302.55, 
—making, with a balance on hand, a total 
of $37,514.28 ; expenditures $33,633.02 ; 
leaving a balance of $3,881.26. Five 
agents have been employed throughout 
the year, and four a part of the year, be- 
sides the services of the Secretaries in the 
same department. 

The periodicals of the Board are the 
Commission and the Home and Foreign 
Journal. The circulation of the former 
is 1,500 and of the latter, 12,500. 

Three additional missionaries are un- 
der appointment, one to Yoruba, and the 
others to Shanghai. 
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DONATIONS. 


RECEIVED IN May, 1858. 


Maine. 
Warren, ch., the ladies, per Mrs. 
E A. Kennedy, 15; Mrs. H. L. 
J.3; Livermore Falls, ch. 11; 
Foxcroit, N. Hopkins 5; Dex- 
ter, a friend 9; 


New Hampshire. 
Stratham, ch. 


Vermont. 


State Convention, Jona. Draper, 
jr., tr., Mt. Holley, Mrs. Lucy 
8. Packer, to cous. Mrs. Hellen 
L. M. Bardwell M., 100; 
Fairfax, Ist ch. 3); West Al- 
bany, J. H. McClary 2; Lydia 
A. Hovey 2; T. Baldwin 1; M. 
Darling 1; others 2; 


Massachusetts. 


Brookline, ch. and cong., Dea. D. 
Sanderson tr., of wh. 40 is mon. 
con. and 6 from Mr. Sutton, 
46; Cambridgeport, Mi-s Mar- 
tha butler, * lirst fruits, one 
month’s rent of house,’ $; Sa- 
lem, Ist ch. 576.381; Princeton, 
Asa H. Goddard 12; Webster, 
cb., of which 5 is fr. Sab. sch., 
for Mission sch., Nellore, 20.72; 
West Acton, ch., mon. con. 
2.58; Franklin Asso., J. 
Bardwell tr., Ashtield, Miss 
Lucy Richmond 1; Canton,ch., 

- Willard Shepard tr., 11.- 
89; Northboro, two friends of 
missions 12; Salisbury and 
Amesbury, sab. Sch., tor the 
Hongkong mission 3); Royals- 
ton, a friend 1; Gayhead, nat. 
Indian ch. 4; North Chelms- 


43.00 


5.00 


ford, a friend 4; Newton, a . 


friend of missions 1.59; 

Worcester, Ist ch., in part, of wh. 
100 is to cons. Mrs. Josephine 
Going Cressey L 195.45; 
Pleasant st. Mon. con. 5.26; 
South Wilbraham, ch. 2; per 
Rey. J. Aldrich, agent, 


Connecticut. 


Middletown, ch., per Rey. J. Al- 
drich, agent, 


New York. 


Denmark, P. Persons 5; Canan- 
daigue, George Wilson 10; 
Townshij), a friend of missions 
6; Copenbagen, Miss Lydia 
White 3; Mariners’ Harbor, 
ch., a few members 15; Nor- 
wich, ch. 2; Saratoga Asso., 
Clifton Park, ch., a sister, per 
Rev. 8. M. Osgood, agent, 10; 
Ticonderoga, ch., Miss E. M. 
Triadway 1; others 1; 

Reusselaerville Asso., Reuben 
Stanton, with other donas. to 
cons. himeelf L, M.; per Rev. 
O. Dodge, agent, 

Washington Union Asso., Ft. 
Edward Village, ch. 11.92; 
Glens Falls, ch. 10; Sandy Hill, 
ch. 25.64; Elihu Allen 15; 
Kingsbury, ch. 8.85; Ft. Ann 
Village, ch. 4.60; M. Buker 5; 
John Turner 2; Harteford, ch. 
21.08; Granville, ch. 12; O. T. 
Mason 5; per Rev. O. D., agent, 

New York Asso., New York 


city, Mrs. W. S. Clapp 75; 
Jonas Sparks, with other 
donas. to cons. Charles J. 
Sparks L. M., 60; L.1., Flush- 
ing, ch. 6; per Rey. O. D., 
agent, 

Hudson River South Asso., a 
friend, per Rev. G. Hall, 4; 
New York city, Amity st. ch., 
E. Austin tr., in part, 478; per 
Rey. O. D., agent, 

Broome and Tioga Asso., Caro- 
line, ch., per Rev. O. D., agent, 


New Jersey. 


West N. J. Asso., Blackwoods- 
town, ch. 10; Trenton and 
Lamberton, ch. 80; Camden, 
Ist ch., Miss A. M. Briggs 1; 
per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, agent, 

East N. J. Asso., Newark, Ist ch., 
Miss Abby Wilson, per Rey. 3. 
M. O., agent, 

Sussex Asso., Newton, S. Hunt, 
per Rev. 5. M. V., agent, 


Pennsylvania. 


West Philadelphia, Ist ch., per 
William W. Keen, 278.98; Ab- 
ington Asso., Alvinzy Gardner 
tr., 19.74; Veter’s Creek, ch., 
Jobn Simmons tr., 9; 

Phiiadelphia, coll. at anniversary 
of the Missionary Union, atter 
addresses by Rev. William 
Ward and Rev. Miles Bronson, 
for the Assam mission, and to 
cons. Hon. MeLeod Wylie L. 
M., 108; and after the annual 
se mon 35; 

Bradford Asso., Towanda, ch., 
Rev. W. Sym 1; 8. Piowman 
1; per Rev. 5. M. O., agent, 

Ceutral Union Asso., Harrisburg, 
a Presbyterian friend of mis- 
sions, per Kev. S. M. O., agent, 

Centre Asso., Shirleysburg, ch., 
of wh. 6.50 is fr Sab. Seh., per 
Rev. 8. M. O., agent, 

Philadelphia Asso., Glen Run, 
ch., Miss H. Davis 5; Lower 
Dublin, ch., of wh. 47.14 is fr. 
Fem. Mite Soc., 96.64; Philadel- 
phia, Eleventh eh., * M. B. 
a friend of missions, of wh. 10 
is for the Chinese departinent 
of the Siam mission, 10 for Bur- 
man missions, and 5 for Toung- 
oo Karen Mission, 25; Broad 
st. ch. 100; Fifth ch., of wh. 100 
is ir. Isaac Ford, to cons. Mrs. 
Sarah Waring L. M, 100 fr. 
Mrs. Corlies and the Misses 
Richards, to cous. Mrs. Ann 
Rh. Cookson L. M., and 100 tr, 
Joseph L. Richards and sisters 
to cons. Miss Emily A. Goddard 


181.00 


897.67 


L. M., per Rev.S. M. O., agent, 7: 


Yyoming Assc., Meechoopany, 
ch. 1.68; Eaton, ch. 4.96; brain- 
trim, ch, Mrs. Sturdevant 1; 
per Key. 8. M. O., agent, 


Ohio. 


Cleveland, Erie st. ch., E. Thom- 
as tr., 100; Sandusky, Rev. J. 
D. Fulton 56; Warren, ch. 1.51; 
Maumee Asso., Hl. J. Hayes 
tr., Spencer, ch. 5; 

Cincinnati, Nivth st. ch., in part, 
443.60; Duck Creek, ch., Mrs. 
J.J. Langdon 1; per Rey. H. 
Davis, agent, 


111.51 


60 
—- 566.11 
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Indiana. 


Judson Asso., Rossville, ch. 7.69; 
Camden, ch. 3; Pittsburg, ch. 
4.10; Kokomo, ch. 2; Deer 
Creek, ch. 3.40; per Rev. A. 3. 
Ames, agent, 

Tippecanoe Asso., Delphi, ch., 
per Rev. A. 8. A., agent, 

Laughery Asso., Manchester, ch., 
per Rev. A. S. A., agent, 

Flat Rock Asso., Shelbyville, ch., 
per Rev. A. 5S. A., agent, 

Indianapolis, African ch., per 
Rev. A. S. A., agent, 

Mt. Zion Asso., Greenwood, ch., 
per Rev. A. 5. A., agent, 

Bethel Asso., Creek, ch., 
per Rey. A. 8. A., agent, 


Illinois. 


Chicago, Ist ch., Sab. Sch., to 

cons. F. C. Robinson L. M., 
50; Aurora, Union ch., of wh. 
6.12 is tr. Sab. Sch., 25; Pay- 
son, ch., of wh. 7.46 is tr. Sab. 
Sch., 56.77; 


Michigan. 


Wayne Asso., Highland, ch., per 
Rev. A. 5. Ames, agent, 


Iowa. 


La Motte, ch., Mrs. Emily Horner 
10; Bonaparte, Mt. Zion ch. 
10.35; per Rev. 1. J. Stoddard, 
Fairtieid, Dr. Williams, 25 cts. ; 
per Rev. I. J. 8, Mt. Pleasant, 
ch. 33; 


Maryland. 
Vienna, Rey. Daniel Cumming 


District of Columbia. 


Washington, Est. ch., per Rev. 
S. M. Osgood, agent, 


In Foreign Countries. 


Burmah, Bassein Mission, Rev. 
H. L. Van Meter 


$4,204.53 
Legacies. 


Rowe, Ms., Jonas Hill, per J. B. 
Bardwell, tr. Franklin Asso., 25.00 
Lawrenceburg, Ind., Thomas 
Townsend, per Key. E. P. Bond, 190.00 
— 125.00 
84,320.5 


Total from April 1 to May 31, 1858, $10,542.11. 


Donations in Goods, 


Boston, Ms., Harvard st. ch., La- 
dies’ Sewing Cirele, clothing 
&c., for Kev. Bb. C. Thomas and 
family, Llenthada, 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Armstrong 
Sab. Sch., Juv. Miss. Soc., 
clothing, &e., for Mrs. L. Jew- 
ett, Nellore, 

Philadelphia, Pa., Dr. D, Jayne 

Son, Medicine, for Tavoy 
Mission, Rev. T. Allen, 

Harrisburg, Pa., a triend of mis- 
sions, per Rev. 8. M. O-good, 
agent, clothing for Mrs. D 
Whitaker, Burmah, 


3.00 


3830.50 


13.50 
— $467.00 


DONATIONS. 


Maine. 


New Gloucester, ch. 


r Rindge, Mrs. Arminda P. Abbott 

Londonderry, friends 5.50; Sut- 
ton, Mr. Bears 1; Dea. Nichols 
1; New London, Prof. E. 
Knight 8; RK. M. Call 1; N. 
C. Todd 1; E. Sargeant 1; Mr. 
Everett 2; Dea. Everett 50 cts. ; 
Lyndboro’, ch. 8; Amherst, L. 
W. Nichols 5; Cornish, Mrs. 
Rich 1; Coneord, Ist ch. 24.85; 
Bedtord, T. G. Holbrook 2; per 
Key. H. Tonkin, agent, 


Massachusetts. 


Boston, Harvard st. ch., J. Put- 
nam tr., tocons. Isane Wood- 
ward L. M., 100; Roxbury, 
Dudley st. ch., a fem. member 
for 5; Brookline, ch. ‘and 
cong., Dea. D. Sanderson tr. 
mon. con, 21; Haverhill, 2d 
ch. 11; East Abington, ch., 
mon. con. 8; Billerica, a wid- 
ow’s mite 5; West Acton, ch., 
mon. con 2; West Medway, 
Mary KE. Arnold 20; Weston, 
ch , Ladies’ Benev. Soc. 14.34; 

Worcester, Pleasant st. ch., nvon. 
con. 8.23; Fall River, lst ch. 
60; per Rey. J. Aldrich, agent, 


Rhode Psland. 


Providence, Waterman st. ch., 
per Rey. J. Aldrich, agent, 


Connecticut. 


Norwich, a friend of missions 10; 
New London, coll. at Hunting- 
ton st. ch., per Rev. M. Bron- 
son, 15.03; Sharon, Miss Jane 
Crooker, per Rev. Dodge, 
agent, 5; 


New York. 


New York city, William D Mur- 
shy. per Rev. 8. Peck, D. D., 
Mohawk River Asso., per 
Rev. Isance Wescott, 83.54; Cov- 
entry, ch., mon. con. 4; Og- 
densburg, Sab. Seh. 16; 

Washington Union Asso., Sandy 
Hill, cn., in part, 9.50; Henry 
Tetit 26; Elihu Allen 10; Fort 
hdward Village,ch. 10; Kings- 
bury, ch 6; ch.8.25; 
Salem, ch. 21; Granville, ch. 
3.75; per Rev. O. Dodge, agent, 

Broome and Tioga Asso., per Rev. 
O. D., agent, 

New York Asso., Bethesda, ch., 
in part, per Rev. O. D., agent 
Hudson River South Asso., Wil- 
mot Oakly 1; Mrs. Llarriet Van 
Velt 10; Green Point, ch., in 
part, 7.54; Rev. O. Dodge, re- 
ceived tor supply, 10; per Rev. 

0. D., agent, 

Hudson River North Asso., Al- 
bany, German ch., for German 
Missions, 12; Kingston, ch. 22; 
Pittstown, ch. 2; Woodstock, 
ch. 3.50; Westkill, ch. 3.32; per 
Rey. UO. D., agent, 

Franklin Asso., _Gilbertsville, 


ch., per Rey. U. D., agent, 


New Hampshire. 


RECEIVED IN JuNE, 1£58. 
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Otsego Asso., North Burlington, 
ch. 10; Butternuts, ch. 2.25; 
Cooperstown, ch. 50 ets. ; Jack- 
ch. 6.50; Warren, ch. 
8; Kev. L. Bolton 5; Mrs. Ely 
60 cts.; A. Ward 5; Mary Jane 
Ward 26 cts.; Hellen R. Ward 
25 cts.; New Lisbon, ch. 6 50; 
with other donas. to cons. Rey. 
Samuel Livermore L. M., per 
Rey. O. D., agent, 

Colosse, William D. Wightman, 
through the A. & For. Bible 
Soc., per Rey. O. D., agent, 

Black Kiver Asso. 35.61; Great 
Bend, ch. 950; Lowville and 
Denmark. ch. 8; Adams, ch. 
6.50; Lowville, eh. 11.04; Boon- 
ville, ch. 4.68; Belleville, ch. 
of wh. ll is tr. Sab. Seh., and 
11.75 fr. Fem. Mite Soc., 44.58; 
Daniel Hall 25; Joseph Viank 
6; Mrs. Joseph Plank 5; Miss 
Sarah Plank 1; Leyden, ch. 29; 
to cons. Rev. Charles Bailey L. 
M., per Rey. Ul. A. Smith, 
agent, 

Erie Asso., 3.72; Cassadaga, ch. 
9.02; Leon, ch. 3.50; Clear 
Creek, ch. 8; Sinclearville, ch. 
6.41; Stockton, ch., of wh. 10.- 
61 is fr. Ladies’ Soc., 18.79; Rev. 
J. Elliott 5; G. W. Varnum 1; 
L. Wright 25 ets.; per Key. 
A. §., agent, 

Madison Asso., Cazenovia, ch., 
per Key. H. A. 5., agent, 
Oneida Asso., Marey, ch. 3; 
Rome, Courtst. ch. 24; per Rey. 

H. A. S., agent, 

Orleans Asso., Yates, ch. 26.50; 
Halley, ch 5.74; Shelby,ch. 1; 
with other donas. to cons. Mrs. 
Rebecea St. Jolin L. M., per 
Rey. H. A. S., agent, 


New Jersey. 


Holmdel, ch. 

West N. J. Asso., Up 
hold, ch.,per Rey... 
agent, 

East N. J. Asso., Shrewsbury, ch. 
5; Now Brunswick, German 
ch. 8; per Rev. 8. M. O., agent, 

Sussex Asso., Orange, ch., per 
Rey.S. M. V., ageut, 


r Free- 
Osgood, 


Pennsylvania. 


Upland, Samuel A. Crozer 300; 
Juddy Creek, ch. 11; 

Beaver Creek Asso., Amana, ch. 
6.01; Providence, ch., Kev. J. 
Parker 2; Bethel, ch. 6.06; per 
Rey. 8. M. Osgood, agent, 

Central Union Asso., Windsor, 
ch. 1.75; Holmesburg, ch., Sab. 
Sch. 14.03; Vincent, ch. 17.81; 
per Rey. 5. M. O., agent 

Monongakela Asso., Zochester, 
Dea. A. Shallenberger and son 
12; Pittsburg, Union ch. 25 35; 
per Rev 8. M. O., agent, 

Philadelphia Asso., Bethesda, ch. 
4; Philadelphia, 10th ch., Rev. 
J.A. Warne of Frankford, to 
sup. Sau Shapau, a nat. preach- 
er, under direction of Rev. Dr. 
Mason, Toungoo, 22; 11th ch., 
M. b. L., of wh. 10 is for the 
Toungoo Mission and 10 for the 
Shwaygyeen Mission, 20; per 
Rey. 8. M. O.. agent, 

Pittsburg Asso. 16.44; Saltsburg, 
ch. 3.64; Freeport, ch. 5; Alle- 

hany city, Sandusky st. ch., 
Bequest of Mrs. Hannah K. 


39.75 


100.00 


186.76 


50.69 
40.00 


33.59 


37.85 


46.00 


Donations. 


Eaton, by 8. IT. Eaton Exr., 2; 
per Key. 8. M. O., agent, 


Ohio. 


Southington, ch. 5; Streetsboro’, 
Naney Russell 1; Laura Case 1; 

Maumee Asso., per Rey. H. Davis, 
agent, 

Cleveland Asso., per Rev. H. D., 
agent, 

Columbia, ch., 12; Painesville, 
ch.,a member 50 ets.; per Rev. 
M. D., agent, 


Indiana, 


Northern Ind. Asso., Door Vil- 
lage, Fem. Soe. 10; coll. at 
auniv. 7; Laporte, O. BE. San- 
ford 1; Mrs. Miller, for 
thada Mission house, 6; per 
Rev. A. S. Ames, agent 

Indianapolis Asso., West Union, 
ch. 2.10; Sugar Creek, ch. 4; 
per Kev. A. S. A., agent, 

Elkhart River Asso., coll. at ann. 
meet., per Rey. A.S. A., agent, 


Illinois. 


Galena, Union ch., Sab. Seh. 10; 
Chester, Mr. Miller 2; Jersey- 
ville, ch. 5; 

Fox River Asso. 13; Quiney, a 
friend, for Indian Missions, 4; 

Quincy Asso. 85 45; Griggsville, 
ch. 85.30; per Rev. B. i. Car- 
penter, 


Michigan. 


Washtenaw Asso., coll. at an. 
meet. 7; Sylvan, ch. 4.45; Dex- 
ter, ch. 50 cts.; Rev. A. Walker 
1; EK. Sinith 1; per Rey. A. 5. 
A., agent, 

Lenawee Asso., coll. at an. meet. 
10.63; Hudson, ch. 2.50; per 
Kev. A. A., agent, 

Hillsdale Asso., Dea. Coon 1; J. 
G. Tyler 1; per Rey. A. 8. A., 
agent, 

St. Joseph's River Asso., coll. at 
an. met. 13.56; Sturgis, ch. 
6.67; per Rey. A. S. A., agent, 


Wisconsin, 
Kenosha, a friend to missions, to 
cous. Mrs. O. G. Carter L. M., 
Kansas Territory. 
Delaware Mission, ch., per Rey. 
J.G. Pratt, 
Louisiana. 


New Orleans, Sereno Taylor 


India. 


Penang, Presbyterian ch., per 
Rey. J. L. tor the 
Bassein Mission, Burmah, 


Legacies. 


Concord, N. H., Jane P. Dustin, 
per Enos Blake Exr., 

Cortlandville, N. Y., Jabez Keep, 
in part, per Rev. Henry Bow- 
en, 


$2853.20 
Total from April 1 to June 30, 1858, $13,895 40. 
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HENTHADA MISSION, 
JOURNAL OF MR, THOMAS. 
Concluded from p. 289. 


Trip tothe Jungles southwest of Bassein. 
Jan. 2, 1858. — I have spent the past 
two days at Shaunah ; the place is between 
Bassein city and the ocean. Here is a 
small church; rather, here is the chapel 
of a church, whose members live in three 
small villages. There seems to be but 
little life in either pastor or people. I 
have done all in my power to quicken 
them. This has been a lonely place in 
which to pass new year’s day—some two 
hundred miles from my family, in these 
jungles, near the shores of the Bay of Ben- 
gal! Yet God is near. 
4.— Arrived in Kau Nee last evening. 
I have spent this Sabbath among the mem- 
bers of a larger church, who are in a 
more encouraging state than the members 
of the church at Shaunah. Yet I find, as 
in almost every other place in Bassein, a 
want of spirituality. The fact is, we need 
a revival of religion, O, how much! 
5.—TI returned to Bassein city this 
morning to see br. Van Meter off, but 
especially to make arrangements to pre- 
serve mission books, which, if left as they 
now are, will be ruined in a month or two 
by rats and white ants. 
9. — I am again in my little canoe, with 
24 


my face set towards the Karen jungles, 
southwest of Bassein. But we make no 
progress, for the water has left us stuck 
fast in the muddy channel of the stream. 

10.— Last evening, when the water 
lifted us from the mud, it was sunset, while 
before us was a good half day’s journey ; 
henee we reached this place, Thai-Phyu, 
at just half past twelve this morning. 
This Sabbath has been very pleasantly 
spent among the members of a large 
church, and with apparent advantage to 
the people. In this region the Karens are 
more wealthy than in many other places, 
and seem grounded in the faith of the 
gospel. 

11.—I am still in the same place where 
I stopped Saturday evening, but have 
walked to-day three miles and adminis- 
tered the ordinances to a very well ap- 
pearing church of a hundred members, 
and returned again. These members, at 
least many of them, are evidently some of 
“the holy seed,” to whom pertain the 
promises. Is. 6: 13. 


Church-Dissension. 


12.— This day has been spent in try- 
ing to unite a church rent asunder by dis- 
sensions. The pastor has left the village 
where is the chapel, and where reside the 
main body of the church. He will be fol- 
lowed by the principal part of the church. 
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We tried to urge the pastor and his party 
to return with us, and see if it were not 
possible to reconcile all concerned. They 
declined. They have been told that they 
must return. The pastor has been told 
by one or two of the ordained men that 
he must return or leave the ministry. He 
and his party think this a stretch of eccle- 
siastical power. Many of the church are 
determined to call their pastor to another 
place, while the pastor is as determined to 
obey that call. Hence, in the absence of 
serious offences, it remains for us to in- 
duce them to part and live apart in peace. 
You will at once see how much this 
church resembles many, toomany churches 
in America. Schisms are not confined to 
Burmah ; indeed, they seem to be less here 
than they are at home. 

13.—I came on an hour or two and 
reached another large church, whose 
members seem more nearly like the hea- 
then, as far as refinement is concerned, 
than almost any other Christians whom I 
have seen in Bassein. The pastor, an old 
man, and almost entirely without educa- 
tion, told me just now that he understood 
nothing in the Karen almanac which I 
gave him yesterday. It is painful to see 
men of so little ability in such places. But 
time will enable the missionaries, with 
strenuous effort, to remedy this evil. To- 
day, as we pushed off from the shore, 
many voices called out, “Do come again, 
come often.” 

14. — Had a pleasant time for the past 
twenty-four hours at the village of Swai 
Kyau, another ordained pastor. He is 
evidently a good man, but of few words, 
and of moderate abilities. The disciples 
here also are about to remove their village 
to a new place. It is easy for any num- 
ber of villages to find a place to establish 
themselves, for this country is nearly des- 
titute of inhabitants. I have felt pressed 
in spirit to preach on the words of Hab. 
3: 2.—* O Lord, revive thy work.” Let 
all join in this petition. 

17.— During the past few days I have 
visited several places where there are a 
few Christians, where there are a few hea- 
then, and where are two small churches. 


[September, 


At one of the latter places, Ngo Quah, I 
found the people divided in reference to 
a place upon which to pitch their tents or 
frail houses. After preaching this after- 
noon from Heb. 10: 25, I baptized five 
and administered the sacrament. 

Sabbath Evening. 
and administering the ordinances to-day, 


Besides preaching 


I have visited and given medicine to many 
who are afflicted with that scourge of the 
land, intermittent fever. I find here, and 
at several other places, young men, who, 
if they were moved by the Holy Spirit, 
might preach the gospel. But we hear of 
few, very few, coming forward and con- 
fessing, * Wo is me if I preach not the 
gospel.” 

18.— Here in Karah Kyce, there was 
a large church, but it has decreased to 
about one half of its former number; for 
since the pastor died, about two years 
since, the church have failed to secure 
another man. To-day with the greatest 
unanimity, a man from the ‘Theological 
School has been chosen. 

21.— Again in Bassein city, having 
completed the circuit of Bassein west of 
the city. I am now about to leave for 
a tour of at least three months among the 
churches east of the city. This tour I 
expect to continue by land, until I reach 
my house in Henthada. 


Christian Village. 


Evening. Here I am in Ko Schu, 
one of the most refined and Christian 
villages in Bassein. The pastor, Myat 
Kai, is one of the most popular of our or- 
dained men, aman of great power of ex- 
hortation. Ilere is the first Seminary 
established in this province. It is cheer- 
ing tosee the improvements in the houses, 
and in the general appearance of the vil- 
lage. Itis no strange thing here, to see 
good chairs in Karen houses, while in the 
house of the teacher of the Seminary, I 
see from where I sit writing, a very neatly 
dressed Karen woman, sitting at work in 
an American rocking chair. 


The Pwo Karens of Bassein. 
24. — Spent yesterday in a Pwo Karen 
village. I have not betore been to a Pwo 
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